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RESEARCH STATUS
OUTSTANDING RESEARCH ISSUES
Nexis – We must go through the Patch for non-nexis stories.
Campaign Finance – We are waiting to begin analysis on campaign finance reports.
Rotering Government – We must still fully analyze votes she took while on City Council and as Mayor. We
will do a baseline budget review from her time as mayor.
Charity Searches -We will search Guidestar.org, ProPublica, and the IRS 990 Exempt Origination search
for the paperwork for any charities associated with Rotering. We will also search the West Virginia
charities database and the New York charities source of funding disclosures database which has
extensive records on many charities. Finally, we will cross reference any charities with list of “America’s
Worst Charities” by the Tampa Bay Times.

AREAS CHECKED
BASELINE Review:
Clips Review‐ We reviewed and catalogued the 323 stories that mention Nancy Rotering in Nexis.
Additionally, we searched the Wall Street Journal, the Financial Times, The Daily Beast, and The Huffington
Post, and Time Magazine, whose content does not appear in Nexis.
Criminal/Civil Legal History – We filed requests for police records in all relevant jurisdictions, including
previous homes and past colleges. This search included requests by name and by address for Rotering. We
also searched online court databases as well as mugshots.com for references to Rotering.
Voting History- We filed open records requests to determine Rotering’s voting history.
Property Records – We used public records to identify current and past properties owned by Rotering and
analyzed land records and tax records as available.
Twitter Review- We downloaded and reviewed Rotering’s and key staffs’ twitter feeds.
Personal Political Contributions - We will pull and review campaign contributions given by Rotering. Issues
we will look for include contributions made to candidates from other political parties and contributions
made to candidates and committees with controversial histories, conflicting ideologies or other baggage.
We will also conduct a search of publically available fundraiser invitations and note any in which
Rotering participated.
Additional Searches for All Candidates
 A search for fundraiser invitations publically available - we found one where she hosted for Sen.
Dick Durbin.
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A search of White House visitors logs - any visits are found in the corresponding section of this
book.
Review Politiwoops.com for deleted tweets – we found none (Rotering is not monitored by
Politwoops)
IMDB search for TV interviews – we found none
Amazon Book search for published works – we found none.
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POTENTIAL HITS
NEGATIVES
The Community vs. the Bottom Line
Rotering has the wrong priorities putting a tax payer funded luxury golf course over a prominent city youth
program.
In 2014 Rotering voted to keep the Highland Park Country Club open even though it continued to lose
money and cost the city thousands of dollars.1 In fact the club is expected to lose $190,000 this year alone.2
While the Park District wanted to turn the country club into a public park, Rotering insisted on working with
investors to keep the golf course open.3
At the same time Rotering supported moving the city’s youth program out of its location at the firehouse
because the building had too many expensive repairs. Despite desperate calls from parents and children
alike to keep the youth program at the firehouse, she insisted the building was far too dangerous. However,
in October 2014, Rotering allowed a TV reality series to film in the same firehouse she was moving the
children out of. In defense of her decision she said “We always want to have filming in Highland Park
because it's good for business.4"
Spectrum Retirement Community
Nancy Rotering acknowledged Highland Park’s “strong need” for assisted living facilities for the
community’s senior population yet voted against a proposal to make a zoning change that would allow for
the construction of a retirement community.5 The Spectrum Retirement Community had applied for a
special-use permit and zoning change to build an 89-room assisted-living facility between a residential
neighborhood and the Highland Park Country Club.6 Rotering voted against granting Spectrum the permit to
build twice, in February during a preliminary approval vote, and again in April, when the project was
officially killed off by Rotering and the Highland Park City Council.7
Rotering and the Council ultimately rejected the proposal to build the senior center, which they themselves
acknowledged was much needed in the community, was not “consistent with the surrounding area,” which
was just a country club and neighborhood.8 Rotering chose a golf course over the larger community’s real
need for facilities for its senior population.9
Voted Against Helmet Legislation for Children

1

“It will be par for the course; Highland Park Country Club to stay as city-owned golf course,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 8/14/2014
“Highland Park golf course expected to lose $190K,” Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/28/2014
3 “It will be par for the course; Highland Park Country Club to stay as city-owned golf course,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 8/14/2014
2

4

“Corgan series leads to discord; Highland Park let rock star push out kids, parents say,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/3/2014
“Highland Park votes down senior facility; Mayor, residents say it would change area's character,” Chicago Tribune, Gregory Trotter, 4/3/2014
6 “Senior facility survives preliminary vote; Highland Park keeps it alive in confusing meeting,” Chicago Tribune, 2/27/2014
7
“Highland Park votes down senior facility; Mayor, residents say it would change area's character,” Chicago Tribune, Gregory Trotter, 4/3/2014
8 “Highland Park votes down senior facility; Mayor, residents say it would change area's character,” Chicago Tribune, Gregory Trotter, 4/3/2014
9 “Highland Park votes down senior facility; Mayor, residents say it would change area's character,” Chicago Tribune, Gregory Trotter, 4/3/2014
5
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Nancy Rotering voted against legislation aimed at protecting Highland Park’s children.10 When the Highland
Park City Council voted to amend city bicycle regulations to stress “urging” children under 16 to wear
helmets when bicycling, in-line skating, skateboarding, or being pulled in a carrier, Nancy Rotering voted
“no.”11 The amendment passed 5-2 and Mayor Rotering was one of the two votes against its passage.12
Rotering rationalized her vote by saying “parents are supposed to be doing their job,” and that she did not
want to waste the city police force’s time “chasing down children on their bikes for not wearing a
helmet.”13 However, the language of the amendment she voted “no” on was to simply “urge” children
under 16 to wear helmets and create more awareness for the safety issues that came along with not
wearing one.14
Mark Kirk
Nancy Rotering is a big fan of Senator Mark Kirk. While praising Senator Kirk’s advocacy for Highland Park,
Rotering gushed about Senator Kirk’s stance on Israel, calling herself “very supportive” of what the Senator
has had to say.15
Nepotism
Nancy Rotering has friends in high places. As a member of Highland Park High School’s prestigious class of
1979, she has found herself surrounded by her own classmates in local government.16 However, not all of it
is coincidence. Rotering has made a habit of surrounding herself with close friends, especially as a Mayor
who can appoint officials to empty City Council seats.
Former classmate Dan Kaufman was appointed to her vacant City Council seat by the council and Rotering
after she was elected Mayor.17 After councilmember Steve Mandel left the council, Rotering then turned to
long-time friend Sally Higginson to fill his seat.18 Nancy Rotering’s nepotism isn’t needed in Washington.
Costly Audit
While Rotering was sitting in city meetings opposing additional city services to save money,19 defending a
company accused of bribery because she wanted the “best deal,”20 and complaining about the purchase of
the Highland Park Theater because of the cost of the city owning a “private venture,”21 she also supported
an enormous audit of the city government aimed at eliminating alleged criminal activity.22 It found none.23

10

“Highland Park urges minors' helmet use \ Enforcement concerns some citizens, officials,” Chicago Tribune, Denys Bucksten, 8/22/2013
“Highland Park urges minors' helmet use \ Enforcement concerns some citizens, officials,” Chicago Tribune, Denys Bucksten, 8/22/2013
12 “Highland Park urges minors' helmet use \ Enforcement concerns some citizens, officials,” Chicago Tribune, Denys Bucksten, 8/22/2013
13 “Highland Park urges minors' helmet use \ Enforcement concerns some citizens, officials,” Chicago Tribune, Denys Bucksten, 8/22/2013
14
“Highland Park urges minors' helmet use \ Enforcement concerns some citizens, officials,” Chicago Tribune, Denys Bucksten, 8/22/2013
15 “Stroke, Surgery and Support.” The Hotline, 01/24/12.
16 “Classmates populate Highland Park boards.” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/13.
17 “Shakeup in Highland Park; New faces on council and among top employees.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
18
“Higginson named to Mandel’s council seat.” Jeff Danna, Chicago Tribune, 12/20/12.
19
“City mulls layers of government; Highland Park to look into need for township and mosquito district.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 05/23/13.
20 “Red-light camera pact to be rebid.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 06/27/13.
21 “Report never made it to leaders; July 2008 document outlined problems with theater building.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 01/24/13.
22 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
23 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
11
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Instead, the audit cost the taxpayers of Highland Park $200,000 to find structural issues with buildings24 –
something that had already been reported as an issue the city had.25 Rotering defended the high cost as
being worth the price in the name of “people’s safety” and “looking into the operations of the city.”26 While
Rotering defended the audit, former Mayor Mike Belsky criticized the choice, saying the money could have
been better spent revitalizing the downtown area.27 Former councilman Steve Mandel said he was told by
investigators that “when there’s smoke, there’s fire.”28 Instead, he said, there were “just smoldering
embers.”29 Rotering was willing to spend money investigating her city, but wasn’t willing to put up money
to provide for it.
Nancy Rotering’s Campaign Finances are a Mess
First she had an FEC complaint filed against her for raising hundreds of thousands of dollars without
declaring she was a candidate for office. Now it’s come out that she is barrowing money at “at a steep 7.75
percent interest rate,” “an unusual move…designed to pad her campaign’s cash on hand.” If she can’t be
honest about her campaign finances how can we ever trust her to be in Congress?
Doesn’t Understand Federal Funding
As sequestration concerns grew in 2013, Rotering was working to prepare Highland Park for its impact. The
problem? She didn’t know where federal funds went in her city.30
While discussing sequestration with the Chicago Tribune, Rotering listed a number of impacts that the
automatic cuts could cause.31 One concern she had was about the Moraine Township which, Rotering said,
received funds from the federal government to provide social service programs to seniors, the disabled,
and low-income residents.32 The Tribune looked into the township, and found that no federal funds went to
Moraine Township, and that the services would be preserved.33 How can Nancy Rotering be trusted to
serve the district when she doesn’t even know where its money comes from?34
Historic House Demolition
Nancy Rotering has said that she wants what’s best for Highland Park and the community, and has
complained about the city government getting involved in private ventures.35

24

“Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
25 “Report never made it to leaders; July 2008 document outlined problems with theater building.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 01/24/13.
26 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
27 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
28 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
29 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
30
“Local governments watch for federal sequester’s impact.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
31 “Local governments watch for federal sequester’s impact.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
32 “Local governments watch for federal sequester’s impact.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
33 “Local governments watch for federal sequester’s impact.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
34
“Local governments watch for federal sequester’s impact.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
35 “Old movie theaters refuse to fade; Chicago area is home to many grand sites that people are still trying to preserve.” William Mullen, Mary
Owen, Brian L. Cox, Sue Ter Maat, Bridget Doyle, Jonathan Bullington, 07/29/11.
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But when Jeff Golman wanted to sell his house to Scott Canel, Nancy Rotering tried to stop them. Despite
the owner and the buyer’s wishes to demolish the house and start over, Nancy Rotering told them they
would have to wait for a year to see if there was any way to preserve the house.36 Meanwhile, Golman
complained that the delayed demolition caused hardship, and Nancy Rotering showed no sympathy. What
Nancy Rotering didn’t say is that more notable homes than Golman’s had been given permission to be
demolished.37 Nancy Rotering can’t figure out what she believes about mixing government with private
ventures.

36

“Highland Park City Council stands by delay in demolition of historic house; Owners fail to change Highland Park officials’ minds.” Jeff Danna,
Chicago Tribune, 09/27/12.
37 “Highland Park City Council stands by delay in demolition of historic house; Owners fail to change Highland Park officials’ minds.” Jeff Danna,
Chicago Tribune, 09/27/12.
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SUMMARY
Name: Nancy Rodkin Rotering
SSN: 323-42-XXXX
DOB: 11/1961
Birthplace:
Parents:
Spouse: Victor R. Rotering (goes by Rob)
Children: Charlie, Jack, Andy and Pete
A long-time resident of Highland Park, Rotering graduated from Highland Park High School.38 Nancy
Rotering then attended Stanford University for her bachelor’s degree and Northwestern’s Kellogg Graduate
School of Management in 1985. She graduated from the University of Chicago Law School in 1990.39 After
graduating law school, Rotering became a health care law attorney with McDermott, Will & Emery.40 She
stayed with Attorney with McDermott, Will & Emery until 1998.41 She gave birth to her two children in
1998.42 She currently has four sons – Charlie, Jack, Andy and Pete.43
In 2005, Rotering began serving on the Environmental Commission for the City of Highland Park.44 In 2006,
she left her position on the Environmental Commission for Highland Park to becomes Planning
Commissioner for Highland Park. In 2008 she became a legislative aid in Springfield and then a Highland
Park City Council member in 2009. She left City Council to run for Mayor of Highland Park and won in 2011.
She announced her candidacy for Congress in March 2015.
MISCELLANEOUS
Supports Restaurant Moderno
It was reported on April 18, 2012 Mayor of Highland Park, Nancy Rodkin was very supportive of the highprofile Italian restaurant “Moderno.”45
“Risky Business” at 30
In a Chicago Tribune story commemorating the film “Risky Business,” Rotering reminisced that "At the time,
I think we were intrigued with the fact that it took place in Highland Park and there was so much of
Highland Park in it that we maybe weren't paying much attention to the actual plot."46 Of Tom Cruise,
Rotering mentioned, "I was living here and that was the first time I'd ever seen that guy named Tom Cruise,
walking out of Shelton's."47
Comment on Children

38

Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
“Nancy Rodkin, Victor Rotering.” Chicago Tribune, 10/15/89.
40
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
41
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
42 “Measuring Up: It’s Not A Small World After All.” Karen Springen, Newsweek, 05/11/98.
43 HR 0637, Illinois House Resolution to Congratulate Rotering on her 50th birthday, 2011.
44 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
45
“Triblocal Digest.” Chicago Tribune, 04/18/12.
46 “Highland Park remembers ‘Risky Business’ 30 years later.” Greg Dorn, 05/09/13.
47 “Highland Park remembers ‘Risky Business’ 30 years later.” Greg Dorn, 05/09/13.
39
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Nancy Rotering was covered in a story on May 11, 1998, which noted that while at a pediatrician’s office,
Rotering was “proud” of the size of her two toddlers: "’I'm unfortunately one of those parents who just
loves seeing that my children are off the charts,’ she admits.”48

48

“Measuring Up: It’s Not A Small World After All.” Karen Springen, Newsweek, 05/11/98.
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TIMELINE
Year
1961

Event
Rotering is born.

1979

Graduates from Highland Park High School.49

1983

Graduates from Stanford University with a B.A. in Economics, enters
Northwestern University Kellogg School of Management.50

1984

June – September: Is an Administrative Resident at the Mayo Clinic.51
Graduates from Northwestern University Kellogg School of Management
with an MBA in Health Services Management, Marketing and Finance.52
August: Becomes a Benefits Analyst with General Motors, working on the
company Treasurer’s staff.53

1985

Enters University of Chicago Law School.54

1987

9/2/1989

Marries Victor Robert Rotering at the University of Chicago’s Bond
Chapel.55
Graduates from University of Chicago Law School.56
Begins working as a health care law Attorney with McDermott, Will &
Emery.57

1990

7/1998

Rotering leaves job as a health care law Attorney with McDermott, Will &
Emery.58

2005

Begins serving on the Environmental Commission for the City of Highland
Park.59

49

Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
51 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
52
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
53
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
54 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
55 “Nancy Rodkin, Victor Rotering.” Chicago Tribune, 10/15/89.
56 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
57
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
58 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
59 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
50

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 15

Leaves Position on the Environmental Commission for Highland Park.60
Becomes Planning Commissioner for Highland Park.61

2006

February: Rotering becomes a Legislative Aide to Rep. Karen May in the
State Legislature.62

2008
2009

Leaves job as Planning Commissioner for Highland Park.63
April: Is elected to the Highland Park City Council.64

2010

September: Rotering leaves job as Legislative Aide to Rep. Karen May.65

4/6/2011

Becomes first female Mayor of Highland Park.66

3/17/2015 Rotering announces she will run for Congress.67

60

Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
62 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
63 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
64 Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
65
Nancy Rotering Linkedin, Accessed 7/23/15.
66 “Shakeup in Highland Park; New faces on council and among top employees.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
67 “Highland Park mayor to run for Congress in 10th district,” Greg Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 3/17/2015.
61
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PUBLIC RECORDS / COURT HOUSE SEARCHES
OUTSTANDING RESEARCH REQUESTS
We are waiting for a number of open records requests to be fulfilled. We could also pick up two cases – one
in Lake County and the other in Cook County that involve either Nancy Rotering or her husband. We must
still review the two federal cases that involve Nancy Rotering, which likely she was sued in her capacity as a
city official.
CRIMINAL RECORDS
Using the Smartlinx report to see where Nancy Rotering has lived, we searched courthouses to see if there
were any criminal filings placed against her. We found none.
We also performed open records requests in several jurisdictions (California, Illinois and a federal PACER
search) to see if her name has come up on file in police reports, blotters, etc. We found the following:
State of Illinois – No records on Rotering
City of Chicago – No responsive records
City of Evanston – Not fulfilled
Cook County – cannot fulfill without a specific incident to reference
City of Highland Park – We are in communication
Lake County, IL – No records on file
City of Palo Alto, CA – Not fulfilled
Sangamon County, IL – No records on file
Santa Clara County, CA – Not fulfilled
Stanford, CA – Not fulfilled
State of California – Not fulfilled

CIVIL RECORDS
We performed an online case search for Nancy and Victor Rotering in the jurisdictions where Smartlinx
believes they lived. We found the following hits:
Lake County, IL Case search:
Doe v. City of Highland Park
14-MR-2180 (Miscellaneous Remedy; Administrative), filed on 12/23/14; Closed
Cook County case search:
Robert Victor Rotering v. Illinois Int’l Port Distr., et al.
2000-L-1940 (Law Division); Premises Liability, filed on 2/17/2000
Santa Clara County (CA) case search (filed in 2004 or later)
-No hits for Rodkin or Rotering
Sangamon County (IL) case search
-No hits for Rodkin or Rotering
1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
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Federal PACER Case Locator Search:
Joel Cahn v. City of Highland Park et al
Case No. 1:11-cv-06082; Civil Rights; Filed 8/3/2011
Location: Northern District Illinois (Chicago)
Fence Height Lawsuit
One of Rotering’s neighbors, Joel Cahn, filed suit against the city and Rotering, as reported by the
Chicago Tribune on September 11, 2011, for civil rights offenses related to the city pressuring him
to lower the height of the solid spruce fence around his backyard.68 Cahn claimed that Rotering
used her status as a city official to intervene in the case because one of the opponents of the fence
was another neighbor and a political supporter of Rotering.69
According to the Chicago Tribune’s report, the city hearing officer ruled in favor of Cahn, but was
then fired. Rotering was in charge of appointing and firing hearing officers.70
Rotering denied claims that she interfered, saying the firing of the hearing officer was completely
independent of the fence issue, and said that the issue was between two feuding families, adding
“It’s like the Hatfields and McCoys.”71
Zafar Sheikh v. Marc Lichtman et al
Case No. 1:11-cv-02334; Civil Rights; Filed 4/6/2011
Location: Northern District Illinois (Chicago)

68

“Fence faceoff now a federal case \ Neighbors – and Highland Park – go at it in court.” Lisa Black, Chicago Tribune, 09/11/11.
“Fence faceoff now a federal case \ Neighbors – and Highland Park – go at it in court.” Lisa Black, Chicago Tribune, 09/11/11.
70 “Fence faceoff now a federal case \ Neighbors – and Highland Park – go at it in court.” Lisa Black, Chicago Tribune, 09/11/11.
71 “Fence faceoff now a federal case \ Neighbors – and Highland Park – go at it in court.” Lisa Black, Chicago Tribune, 09/11/11.
69
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ARCHIVED WEB CONTENT
WIKIPEDIA PAGE REVIE W
Rotering has no Wikipedia page.
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SOCIAL MEDIA REVIEW
FACEBOOK

Nancy Rodkin Rotering first posted on October 12, 2008. The account posts infrequently, only a
few times a week. Most posting are of her family or sports, such as the Chicago Black Hawks, ice
skating, and Stanford teams. The “About” page, has little information, but does say she can be
contacted at http://www.mayornancyrotering.com. Currently, there are 56 people following this
page and she is following 11.
Her campaign facebook is accessible here.
Issue-related posts are in their various issue sections at the end of this book. Miscellaneous posts:
June 14, 2015

Twitter
Rottering has two twitter accounts, at @NancyRotering and @TeamRotering. Posts involving issue stances
are in the “Issues” section of this book.
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CAMPAIGNS
2009 HIGHLAND PARK CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Before being elected Mayor of Highland Park, Nancy Rotering served on the Highland Park City Council
starting in 2009.72
2011 MAYORAL
On April 6, 2011, Nancy Rotering was the first woman elected Mayor in Highland Park, defeating Terri Olian
by approximately 400 votes.73
Media consultant Eric Adelstein, who worked on numerous high-profile races previously (SEIU and AFT for
OFA, DCCC, DSCC, Emily’s List, Mazie Hirono, Bobby Rush, and Ben Ray Lujan) worked on the Rotering’s
campaign because she was a “friend of a friend.”74 When she was elected mayor, she had the most
experience of any other elected officials serving the city.75
After she was elected Mayor, she was replaced by Dan Kaufman on the City Council. 76
Reelection campaign
In July 2014 Rotering announced her intention to seek a second term as Mayor of Highland Park. Rotering’s
campaign committee, “Friends of Nancy,” reported $23,417.03 in available funds at the close of the second
quarter on June 30th.77

2016 CONGRESSIONAL
Announcement
In March 2015, Rotering announced her intention to run for IL-10 congressional seat.78
FEC Controversy
In July 2015, The Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust (FACT) – a nonprofit dedicated to promoting
accountability, ethics, and transparency in government and civic arenas - filed a complaint with the Federal
Election Commission alleging that Rotering received donations for her congressional campaign in excess of
$5,000 as early as January, and did not officially register as a candidate with the FEC until March.79
Matthey Whitaker, director of FACT, said, “It’s a clear violation of law. This is something candidates need to
be aware of and understand how the law operates this way.80”

72

“Shakeup in Highland Park; New faces on council and among top employees.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
“Most incumbent mayors lead; But Elgin poised to reject Schock’s bid for 4th term.” Kristen Schorsch, Dan Hinkel, and Ted Gregory, Chicago
Tribune, 04/06/11.
74
“No Such Thing as an Off Year for Consultants; Teams Tackle Municipal Races in Odd Years.” Nathan L. Gonzales, Roll Call, 04/07/11.
75 “Shakeup in Highland Park; New faces on council and among top employees.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
76 “Shakeup in Highland Park; New faces on council and among top employees.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
77 “Highland Park Mayor, two council members seek re-election,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 7/24/2014
78
“Democrat announces bid in top Illinois House race (updated),” Emily Cahn, Roll Call, 3/17/2015.
79 “Nancy Rotering Accused of Violating Federal Campaign Law by Conservative Group,” Tim Moran, Patch¸ 7/1/2015
80 “Nancy Rotering Accused of Violating Federal Campaign Law by Conservative Group,” Tim Moran, Patch¸ 7/1/2015
73
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According to Rotering’s own FEC filings, she accepted her first donation on January 23rd, 2015, and raised
more than $5,000 six days later. She filed a statement of candidacy on March 18th, 2015, the same time
she announced she would have about $400,000 in her campaign war-chest.81
The FEC Act defines a candidate as an individual seeking election to a federal office who makes
expenditures or receives contributions in excess of $5,000. An exception permits candidates to delay
registering to allow for “testing the water” activities to determine whether there is sufficient support for a
candidacy.82 However, once a candidate engages in activities that are “relevant to conducting a campaign,”
the testing the waters exception is no longer applicable.83

81

“Nancy Rotering Accused of Violating Federal Campaign Law by Conservative Group,” Tim Moran, Patch¸ 7/1/2015
“Nancy Rotering Accused of Violating Federal Campaign Law by Conservative Group,” Tim Moran, Patch¸ 7/1/2015
83 “Nancy Rotering Accused of Violating Federal Campaign Law by Conservative Group,” Tim Moran, Patch¸ 7/1/2015
82
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE
2016 ILLINOIS 10 TH CONGRESSIONAL
We looked at the filings for Nancy through Q2 2015 and found little that catches the eye in terms of
expenditures or contributions with some exceptions.
Rotering received $551,540.00 in individual contributions and she loaned has loaned her campaign
$200,000.00. This includes a $50,000 loan she originally took out from U.S. Bank at 7.75% the last day of the
quarter.84
Some of Rotering’s donors are big donors to the Republican Party. She received at least $19,500.00 from
donors who typically give thousands to Republicans. The donors that gave her $19,500.00 have given the
GOP candidate, Bob Dold, at least $24,700 since 2010.85 Examples of this group of donors include:
 Dan Asher contributed at least $355,000 to federal Republican candidates and $18,500 to Illinois
Republicans, including $10,000 to the Illinois Republican Party. Asher contributed $2,700 to
Rotering and has contributed $12,600.00 to Bob Dold since 2010. Asher has contributed
$208,250.00 to federal Democratic candidates in the past.
 Ernie Semersky contributed $188,400.00 to federal GOP candidates and $152,800.00 to Illinois GOP
candidates, includeing $70,000.00 to Citizens for Rauner, Inc. Semersky donated $12,900.00 to Bob
Dold since 2011, including $2,700 on 4/30/2015. The only federal Democratic candidate Semersky
donated to has been Rotering on 3/16/2015 for $5,400.00
In terms of contributions, a Highland Park City Councilwoman, Alyssa Knobel, provided the Rotering
campaign with $966.00 worth of in-kind contributions for parking, event supplies, travel expenses and
event tickets. However, the campaign also listed those same items as expenditures.86
CONTRIBUTIONS
According to the FEC report, the campaign received over $551,540.00 in individual contributions. Of those
contributions, at least $2,889.00 were in-kind or earmarked. Alyssa Knobel is a Highland Park
Councilwoman.
Contributor
Name

Employer

Occupation

Description

City

State

Receipt
Date

Amount

KNOBEL,
ALYSSA

CITY OF
HIGHLAND
PARK
CITY OF
HIGHLAND
PARK
CITY OF

COUNCILWOMAN

* IN-KIND:
TRAVEL
EXPENSES
* IN-KIND:
PARKING

HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

3/31/2015

$625.00

HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

4/17/2015

$25.00

* IN-KIND:

HIGHLAND

IL

5/21/2015

$135.00

KNOBEL,
ALYSSA
KNOBEL,

COUNCILWOMAN

COUNCILWOMAN

84

“Democratic House candidate’s unusual bank loan raises questions,” Theodoric Meyer, PoliticoPro, 7/31/2015.
FEC filings, FEC website, last accessed 7/31/2015.
86 See Expenditures, Nancy Rodkin Rotering, FEC Report.
85
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ALYSSA
KNOBEL,
ALYSSA
KNOBEL,
ALYSSA
ROWE, JR,
WILLIAM
WINEBERG,
HARVEY

HIGHLAND
PARK
CITY OF
HIGHLAND
PARK
CITY OF
HIGHLAND
PARK
PIVOTAL
SOFTWARE,
INC.
WINEBERG
SOLHEIM
HOWELL &
SHAIN, P.C.

EVENT TICKETS

PARK

COUNCILWOMAN

* IN-KIND:
PARKING

HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

5/28/2015

$25.00

COUNCILWOMAN

* IN-KIND:
EVENT SUPPLIES

HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

6/17/2015

$156.00

SOFTWARE
ENGINEER

* EARMARKED
CONTRIBUTION:
SEE BELOW
* IN-KIND:
EVENT SPACE &
CATERING

GURNEE

IL

6/26/2015

$500.00

HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

6/18/2015

$523.00

ACCOUNTANT

Of the listed individual contributions, 48 came from out-of-state contributors and 544 came from Illinois
contributors.
Candidate Loans to Campaign
By the end of Q2 2015, Rotering had loaned her campaign a total of $200,000.00. The first loan she made
was on January 15, 2015 for $25,000.00. The most recent loans she made were two loans on the same day,
June 30, 2015 for a total of $70,000.00. The larger of the two loans (for $50,000.00) was an unsecured
personal loan that she took out from U.S. Bank and gave to the campaign.87
On July 31, 2015, PoliticoPro reported on Rotering’s loans, specifically the $50,000 “loan from U.S. Bank, at
a steep 7.75 percent interest rate” that she loaned to her campaign on June 30th, the last day of the
quarter.88 The story profiled Democratic consultants who said anonymously that they would never advise a
campaign to take out a bank loan for a campaign when it wasn’t urgently needed. The story goes on:
But three Democratic fundraising and compliance consultants, who requested anonymity to speak
candidly, said they wouldn’t advise a candidate to take out such a loan, especially when the money
wasn’t urgently needed. One, a longtime fundraising consultant, said it violated the consultant’s
“first rule of campaigns: Never loan your campaign money you have to borrow.”
“It’s not something I would ever tell a candidate to do,” said a second fundraising consultant, who
reviewed Rotering’s FEC report at the request of Campaign Pro.
Rotering’s campaign didn’t seem to have any immediate need for the money. 89

Loan Source
Name

Description

ROTERING, NANCY

City

State

HIGHLAND

IL

Zip

Loan
Amount
Received
Date
60035
1/15/2015
$25,000.00

87

Nancy Rotering – Contributions – Candidate Loans, FEC filings, FEC website, last accessed 8/3/2015.
“Democratic House candidate’s unusual bank loan raises questions,” Theodoric Meyer, Politico Pro, 7/31/2015.
89 “Democratic House candidate’s unusual bank loan raises questions,” Theodoric Meyer, Politico Pro, 7/31/2015.
88

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 25

ROTERING, NANCY
ROTERING, NANCY
ROTERING, NANCY
ROTERING, NANCY
ROTERING,
NANCY

UNSECURED
PERSONAL LOAN

PARK
HIGHLAND
PARK
HIGHLAND
PARK
HIGHLAND
PARK
HIGHLAND
PARK
HIGHLAND
PARK

IL

60035

3/31/2015

$15,000.00

IL

60035

3/31/2015

$50,000.00

IL

60035

5/27/2015

$40,000.00

IL

60035

6/30/2015

$20,000.00

IL

60035

6/30/2015

$50,000.00

EXPENDITURES
Looking at current expenditure filings at the FEC, Rotering’s campaign has paid Rotering $1,109.00, the bulk
of which is for travel expenses.
Payee Name

Purpose

City

State

Zip

ROTERING,
NANCY
ROTERING,
NANCY

OFFICE SUPPLIES

HIGHLAND PARK

IL

Payment
Amount
Date
60035 3/12/2015 $60.00

TRAVEL EXPENSES

HIGHLAND PARK

IL

60035 3/12/2015 $1,049.00

She has three employees on payroll and is paying payroll taxes, worker’s compensation and worker’s
compensation insurance. The highest paid employee is Andrew Bookman and the campaign started paying
Samantha Szpunar from Michigan.

Payee Name

Purpose

City

State

Zip

BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
BOOKMAN,
ANDREW
KEIG, JOHN

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

Payment
Amount
Date
60089 4/16/2015 $1,565.00

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

60089 4/16/2015 $2,977.00

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

60089 4/30/2015 $1,565.00

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

60089 5/14/2015 $1,565.00

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

60089 5/29/2015 $1,565.00

PAYROLL

BUFFALO GROVE

IL

60089 6/15/2015 $1,565.00

PAYROLL

CHICAGO

IL

60640 5/14/2015 $2,148.00
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KEIG, JOHN
KEIG, JOHN
SZPUNAR,
SAMANTHA A

PAYROLL
PAYROLL
PAYROLL

CHICAGO
CHICAGO
ROCHESTER

IL
IL
MI

60640 5/29/2015 $2,148.00
60640 6/15/2015 $2,148.00
48306 6/15/2015 $566.00

ILLINOIS STATE CAMPAIGNS - OVERVIEW
Rotering has had her Illinois campaign committee since 2008. She essentially ended that campaign
committee on June 26th, 2015 when the committee’s last expenditure was a $1,000.00 donation to her IL10 Congressional campaign.
CONTRIBUTIONS - OVERVIEW
Of the 226 individual contributions the campaign received between 2008 and 2015, three came from out of
state for a total of $2,500.00.
Rotering loaned herself a total of $28,603.94 between 2009 and 2011.
LastOnlyName
FirstName
RcvDate
LoanAmount
Occupation
Rodkin
Nancy
3/25/2009 $6,000.00
Legislative
Rotering
Aide
Rodkin
Nancy
4/20/2009 $5,000.00
Legislative
Rotering
Aide
Rodkin
Nancy
7/21/2009 $500.00
Rotering
Rodkin
Nancy
9/29/2010 $4,078.23
Attorney
Rotering
Rodkin
Nancy
11/9/2010 $3,325.00
Attorney
Rotering
Rodkin
Nancy
5/2/2011
$9,700.71
Attorney
Rotering

Employer
State of
Illinois
State of
Illinois

Self
Employed
Self
Employed
Self
Employed

2008-2009 (Council Seat)
In November 2008 Rotering began receiving contributions for the Council seat, which she was sworn into in
May 2009. For 2008, she received $4,590. In 2009, she received a total of $13,850, with only $500 after the
May 2009 (a $500 loan she made to the campaign).
2010-2011 (Mayoral Campaign)
In 2010 Rotering’s campaign received $9,293.09 worth of contributions, including two loans from Rotering
and $1,500.00 worth of in-kind contributions from Alyssa Knobel for office supplies and promotional items.
In 2011, Rotering’s campaign received $23,569.11 worth of contributions, including a $9,700.71 candidate
loan and $6,668.40 worth of in-kind contributions from Michael’s Chicago Style Redhots for “fund raising –
food” and “party – staff.”
2013-2015 (Mayoral Re-elect)
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In 2013, Rotering’s campaign raised $5,366, $1,116 of which was an in-kind contribution from Michael’s
Chicago Style Redhots for “donated catering services.”
In 2014, the campaign received $18,540.65 in contributions, including a $500 transfer from the Prairie
Political Action Committee and $290.65 worth of in-kind contributions from Rotering’s husband for printing
and postage.
In 2015, she only received one donation on March 13, 2015 for $200.
EXPENDITURES - OVERVIEW
On May 1 , 2015, Rotering’s campaign paid her back the $28,603.94 that she loaned herself previously.
Her final expenditure was to her Congressional campaign, Nancy Rotering for Congress, on June 26, 2015
for $1,000.00. Rotering’s highest one-time expenditure was to Strategy Group for “brochures” for
$10,049.59 on May 5th, 2015.
st

Last Only
Name
Rodkin
Rotering
Rodkin
Rotering
Rodkin
Rotering
Rodkin
Rotering
Rodkin
Rotering
Rodkin
Rotering

First
Expended Amount
City
Name Date
Nancy 5/1/2015 $6,000.00 Highland
Park
Nancy 5/1/2015 $5,000.00 Highland
Park
Nancy 5/1/2015 $500.00
Highland
Park
Nancy 5/1/2015 $4,078.23 Highland
Park
Nancy 5/1/2015 $3,325.00 Highland
Park
Nancy 5/1/2015 $9,700.71 Highland
Park

ExpType

Purpose

Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering
Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering
Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering
Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering
Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering
Expenditure Principal payment,
Rodkin Rotering

Missing Expenditures
With the exception of one individual named Matt Davidman, she does not list anyone on payroll and there
was no listing for payroll taxes. She only paid Davidman once on March 1, 2011 for $500.00.
Although she listed advertising and office supplies on her expenses, there is no expenditure listed for rent.
2008-2009 (Council Seat)
In November 2008 Rotering spent $3,540.59 on printing, signs, postage and office supplies and those were
her only expenditures. In 2009, she spent $28,014.74 on advertising, consulting (John Hmurovic for $2,000),
printing, postage and election day expenses.
2010-2011 (Mayoral Campaign)
In 2010, the campaign spent $13,493.30 on printing, advertising, postage and promotional items. In 2011,
the campaign spent $59,359.21 on advertising, mailing, postage, promotional items, staff salaries and
consulting.
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2013-2015 (Mayoral Re-elect)
In 2013, the campaign spent $1,351.21 and in 2014 it spent $2,172.01. In 2015, the campaign spent
$41,303.53. Most of that money - $28, 603.94 – was spent repaying Nancy Rotering for prior loans she gave
to the campaign.
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POLITICAL RELATIONSHIPS
NATIONAL
Caroline Kennedy
Rotering introduced Caroline Kennedy at the Highland Park Library on April 5, 2013. In her remarks,
Rotering recited the Eugene Field poem “Wynken, Blynken and Nod.”90
Rep. Robert Dold
In June 2011, Rotering met with Robert Dold at a 10th District roundtable on job creation.91
Rotering and Senator Mark Kirk
In response to Senator Mark Kirk’s stroke, Rotering praised Kirk and his stance on Israel: "First and foremost
Senator Kirk is our Highland Park neighbor. We are a close and caring community and we are all wishing and
praying for a speedy recovery. I've appreciated getting to know him over the years both as a congressman
and now as our senator. He's been a strong supporter of diabetes research, and that's how we first got to
know him. I know many people, including myself, are also very supportive of his strong support of Israel.
Senator Kirk has been an advocate for Highland Park."92
Rotering Hosts Fundraiser for Senator Dick Durbin
On August 11th, 2013, Nancy Rotering hosted a fundraiser and afternoon reception for U.S. Senator Dick
Durbin in her home. The suggested contributions were $125 individual, $500 host, and $1000 chair. The
Joint Action Committee for Political Affairs paid for distribution of the event invitation. The Host Committee
was: Scott & Lynda Canel, Hon. Scott Drury, Steve & Donna Elrod, Chuck & Debbie Frank, Hon. Susan &
Scott Garrett, Hon. Lauren Beth Gash & Gregg Garmisa, Hon. Alyssa & Jeremy Knobel, Nancy Grace Marder
& Ben Shain, Hon. Karen May, Hon. Julie Morrison, Hon. Dan & Rhoda Pierce, Hon. Yumi Ross, Hon. Nancy
Rodkin Rotering & Rob Rotering.

LOCAL
Dan Kaufman
The City Council member, Dan Kaufman, Rotering appointed to fill her vacant seat was a classmate of hers
at Highland Park High School.93 Both Kaufman and Rotering graduated in 1979.94
Highland Park High School Classmates
In August 2013, the Chicago-Sun Times reported that “Rotering believes the classmates share a sense of
responsibility for carrying on the city's progressive values. She observed there is a kind of ‘shorthand’ with
people one has known for so long, because many fond memories have been shared.”95

90

“Caroline Kennedy visits Highland Park.” Susan Berger, Chicago Tribune, 04/11/13.

91

“Dold Holds Roundtable with 10th District Mayors.” States News Service, 06/27/11.

92

“Stroke, Surgery and Support.” The Hotline, 01/24/12.
“Classmates populate Highland Park boards.” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/13.
94 “Classmates populate Highland Park boards.” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/13.
95 “Classmates populate Highland Park boards.” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/13.
93
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Other classmates included Councilmember Cal Bernstein, former park board member Rick Smith, Clinton
White House Special Assistant and Moraine Township trustee, North Shore School District 112 board
member Jan Solmor-Mordini, and former Councilman Jim Kirsch.96 Of Kirsch, Rotering said, “He’s very
proactive in terms of creating incentives to both encourage business to come to town and to encourage
businesses in town to grow and develop.”97
Cal Tobin
Highland Park mourned the death of a local leader, Cal Tobin, a 15 year member of the City Council until
1991 on April 29, 2013.98 Rotering praised him as a “legend,” and said his work to revitalize Port Clinton
Square and Renaissance Place was key to the success of Highland Park.99 Rotering said Tobin, “brought his
architecture acumen and his love of Highland Park together and moved a lot of things forward that have
been impactful to this day.”100

96

“Classmates populate Highland Park boards.” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/13.
“Kirsch leaving Highland Park City Council after three terms.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 04/25/13.
98
“Tobin recalled for vision.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 05/16/13.
99 “Tobin recalled for vision.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 05/16/13.
100 “Tobin recalled for vision.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 05/16/13.
97

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 31

PERSONAL POLITICAL ACTIVITY
PERSONAL POLITICAL DONATIONS
*Contributions are pulled from CQ Political MoneyLine, Illinois State Board of Elections, and
FollowTheMoney.org
State Donations
Donor

Recipient

Party

Amount

Date

Nancy Rotering

Personal PAC Inc. (Pro-Choice Candidates)

-

$250.00

8/13/09

Nancy Rotering

Personal PAC Inc. (Pro-Choice Candidates)

-

$250.00

9/29/09

Nancy Rotering

Personal PAC Inc. (Pro-Choice Candidates)

-

$250.00

10/4/10

Nancy Rotering

Citizens for Chris Kennedy - Judge

DEM

$200.00

2/6/12

Nancy Rotering

Steve Mandel Committee – Lake County Board D11

DEM

$175.00

9/11/12

Nancy Rotering

Personal PAC Inc. (Pro-Choice Candidates)

-

$250.00

10/8/12

Nancy Rotering

Chicago for Rahm Emanuel - Mayor of Chicago

DEM

$200.00

9/30/13

Nancy Rotering

Personal PAC Inc. (Pro-Choice Candidates)

-

$250.00

10/3/14

Nancy Rotering

Dan Kaufman for City Council (Highland Park)

NP

$200.00

1/19/13

Nancy Rotering

Sheila Simon for Illinois – Lieutenant Governor

DEM

$250.00

9/10/14

NP

$250.00

1/26/15

nd

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Alyx Pattison – 2 Ward Alderman

Nancy Rotering
Nancy Roterinh

Friends of Julie Hamos – State Rep. D18

DEM

$250.00

6/30/09

Friends of Nancy

DEM

$9,701.00

5/2/11

Federal PAC Donations
Donor

Recipient

Amount

Date

Nancy Rotering

Emily’s List

$250.00

12/27/14

Nancy Rotering

ActBlue

$250.00

3/18/14

Nancy Rotering

Joint Action Committee For
Political Affairs
Joint Action Committee For
Political Affairs

$250.00

4/3/13

$250.00

2/29/12

Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering

ActBlue

$250.00

7/28/11

Nancy Rotering

Joint Action Committee For
Political Affairs

$250.00

3/28/11

Nancy Rotering

ActBlue

$250.00

3/27/10

Nancy Rotering

Joint Action Committee For
Political Affairs
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats

$250.00

1/8/10

$250.00

9/26/09

$250.00

6/19/08

$250.00

4/30/07

Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
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Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering
Nancy Rotering

Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats
Illinois Tenth Congressional District
Democrats

$250.00

4/30/07

$250.00

6/12/13

$250.00

10/1/12

$250.00

5/21/11

$250.00

9/20/10

$250.00.

5/3/10

Amount

Date

Federal Party Donations
Donor
Nancy Rotering

Recipient
Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee

$250.00

9/30/12

Federal Candidate Donations
Donor

Recipient

Party

Amount

Date

Nancy Rotering

Hillary for America

DEM

$2,650.00

5/17/15

Nancy Rotering

Nancy Rotering for Congress

DEM

$1,049.00

3/31/15

Nancy Rotering

Nancy Rotering for Congress

DEM

$60.00

3/12/15

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Dick Durbin

DEM

$250.00

9/30/14

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Dick Durbin

DEM

$250.00

12/10/13

Nancy Rotering

Dan Seals for Congress

DEM

$250.00

3/27/10

Nancy Rotering

Hoffman for Illinois

DEM

$500.00

11/28/09

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Cheri Bustos

DEM

$250.00

6/29/14

Nancy Rotering

Schneider for Congress

DEM

$250.00

3/18/14

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Cheri Bustos

DEM

$200.00

2/29/12

Nancy Rotering

Friends of Cheri Bustos

DEM

$250.00

8/1/11
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VOTER REGISTRATION
We put in open records request for her voter file and voting history and are waiting for that request to be
fulfilled.
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WHITE HOUSE VISITOR LOGS
White House visitor logs have been publicly available since January 2009. New logs are released on a
monthly basis.
Individual Meetings
None.

Group Appointments

Last Name

First Name

UIN

Visitee

TOA

Total
People

Rotering

Nancy

U56926

Visitors Office

11/20/09 9:00

205
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MAYOR
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APPOINTMENTS
During her time as Mayor of Highland Park, Nancy Rotering filled vacancies requiring appointments, as well
as hired new staffers for the city.
Rotering’s Seat on the City Council
In June 2011, she filled her vacant City Council seat with Daniel Kaufman, an attorney who works in
Chicago.101 Unlike previous circumstances where mayors would usually unilaterally fill open council seats,
Rotering opened up the process to applicants and the appointment decision was made with input from the
City Council. 102 Rotering lauded Kaufman’s “experience” and dedication to public service.103
City Manager
On March 6th, 2012, it was publicly announced that Rotering had hired Cupertino City Manager David Knapp
to fill the open City Manager position in Highland Park.104 In Rotering’s statement, she said she was excited
by Knapp’s “credentials and experience in cutting-edge city management, community building and
intergovernmental partnerships.”105
Empty City Council Seat – Appointing Friend to Council
The November 2012 election of City Councilman Steven Mandel to the Lake County Board opened up a new
seat for Rotering to fill.106 On December 20, 2012, it was reported that Sally Higginson, a member of the
Transportation Committee and long-time friend of the Mayor, was appointed to fill the vacancy left by
Mandel’s departure.107 Higginson made it clear that she would not run for a full term.108
Military Liaison
In July 2013, in order to take care of what Rotering called locals and military “kids” being “segregated”
within the community, Rotering created the Highland Park military liaison position to push for a better
relationship between the citizens of Highland Park and the military families that are residing there. She
chose Bill Schur to lead the effort.109 Schur focused on making military families feel more welcome at
schools, houses of worship, and local businesses.110 City officials said, “Schur's job will be communicating
between the city and military personnel and their families and assisting with city military ceremonies,
including Warrior Welcome Home, Memorial Day and Veterans Day. He'll also work with veterans in the
community.”111
Deputy City Manager
Rudy Espiritu was hired as Deputy City Manager in November, 2014. Espiritu made $135,000 a year, along
with an annual car allowance of about $4,100 and other benefits.112 In reference to the new hire, Rotering

101

“Illinois: Mayor Nancy Rotering Announces New Member of the Highland Park City Council.” State of Illinois Press Release, 06/02/11.
“Illinois: Mayor Nancy Rotering Announces New Member of the Highland Park City Council.” State of Illinois Press Release, 06/02/11.
103 “Illinois: Mayor Nancy Rotering Announces New Member of the Highland Park City Council.” State of Illinois Press Release, 06/02/11.
104 “Cupertino city manager taking job in Illinois.” Matt Wilson, The Cupertino Courier, 03/07/12.
105
“Cupertino city manager taking job in Illinois.” Matt Wilson, The Cupertino Courier, 03/07/12.
106
“Highland Park councilman moves on to County Board.” Jeff Danna, Chicago Tribune, 11/15/12.
107 “Higginson named to Mandel’s council seat.” Jeff Danna, Chicago Tribune, 12/20/12.
108 “Higginson named to Mandel’s council seat.” Jeff Danna, Chicago Tribune, 12/20/12.
109 “Liason links Highland Park with military neighbors at Great Lakes.” Denys Bucksten, Chicago Tribune, 07/25/13.
110
“Liason links Highland Park with military neighbors at Great Lakes.” Denys Bucksten, Chicago Tribune, 07/25/13.
111 “Triblocal Digest.” Chicago Tribune, 05/09/12.
112 “Highland Park hires deputy city manager,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 9/6/2014
102
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said "He brings an incredible breadth of knowledge and experience that will tie in nicely with our mission of
fiscal stability.113"
David Naftzger’s vacant City Council seat
In July 2014, Rotering appointed Michelle Holleman, a communications professional with pension expertise,
to the Highland Park City Council. In reference to the decision, Rotering said "The pension issue is complex
and multilayered. She brings a literacy and a fluency that's really important. ... We needed someone who
understands the nuances and complexities right out of the chute.114"
Holleman had been a political supporter of Rotering. Since 2010, she contributed $750 to Rotering’s
“Friends of Nancy” campaign.115

113
114

“Highland Park hires deputy city manager,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 9/6/2014
“Highland Park mayor selects council member; Political supporter brings pension fund knowledge,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune,

7/24/2014
115 “Highland Park mayor selects council member; Political supporter brings pension fund knowledge,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 7/24/2014
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CITY GOVERNANCE
AUDITS
2013 Internal Audit
In February 2013, the Chicago Tribune reported that Highland Park conducted an internal audit that was
aimed at investigating alleged criminal activity. However, none was found, and the bill to taxpayers was
around $200,000.116 Former Highland Park Mayor Mike Belsky was highly critical of the decision made by
Rotering and the City Council to hire Sidley Austin, stating he believes that money could have been used to
revitalize the downtown area of Highland Park as opposed to an investigation that had not turned up any
evidence of wrongdoing.117 Former City Manager David Limardi also criticized the firm’s investigation into
the functioning of the government, and defended the theater purchase.118
Rotering defended the cost of the audit, claiming that while there was no criminal wrongdoing found, the
report brought important safety issues such as sprinkler functionality to light, as well as provided evidence
to close the Highland Park Theater.119 In response to Belsky’s criticism, Rotering fired back saying, “To put a
price on people’s safety is unconscionable. When it’s a matter of looking into the operations of the city and
addressing questions of whether wrongdoing has occurred, it was money well spent.”120 Steve Mandel, who
was a councilman at the time Sidley Austin was hired, said the review was necessary due diligence, but was
“pretty sure none of us were thinking it’d wind up costing the amount of money it cost.”121 In noting a
conversation with a Sidley Austin partner who told him “Where there’s smoke, there’s usually fire,” Mandel
said, “Looking back, maybe there was just smoldering embers.”122
GOVERNMENT STATISTICS
U.S. Census
In 2013, the U.S. Census Bureau released its most up-to-date information on the population of Highland
Park. The Bureau’s population estimate found123:
Total Population: 29,864
93.4% White
2.4% Black or African American
2% Asian124

116

“Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
117 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
118
“Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
119 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
120
“Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
121 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
122 “Ex-mayor rips $200,000 Highland Park probe; Belsky says money should have been spent more wisely.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune,
2/21/13.
123 “American Fact Finder: Highland Park City, IL,” US Census Bureau website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
124 “American Fact Finder: Highland Park City, IL,” US Census Bureau website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
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According to the Census, of the people employed in Highland Park, 56.9% work in the management,
business, science and art occupations and the industry that has the most workers is the “educational
services, and health care and social assistance” industry with 21.8% of the working civilian population. 125
26.2% of Highland Park households have an income of $200,000 or more. No other category of household
income is as high. The second most prevalent household income is $100,000 to $149,000, with 17.3% of
the population. 126
6.3% of the Highland Park population has no health insurance coverage. 24.8% use public health care and
85.4% use private health insurance. 127
Unemployment Rate in Highland Park
Rotering became mayor in 2011. In January 2011, the unemployment rate was 6.2%. Since then, the
unemployment rate has fairly consistently gone down, although there are some months where the
unemployment rate went up. As of May 2015, the unemployment rate in Highland Park was 3.5%.128
Local Area Unemployment Statistics for Highland Park, IL (unemployment rate since 2005) from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics129:

Labor Issues
According to the Better Government Association, Highland Park has collective bargaining agreements with
the Highland Park Firefighters, Highland Park Police and Highland Park Police Sergeants.130

125

“American Fact Finder: Highland Park City, IL,” US Census Bureau website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
“American Fact Finder: Highland Park City, IL,” US Census Bureau website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
127 “American Fact Finder: Highland Park City, IL,” US Census Bureau website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
128 Local Area Unemployment Statistics – Highland Park City, IL (“Cities and towns above 25,000 population”), Bureau of Labor Statistics, last
accessed 7/26/2015.
129
Local Area Unemployment Statistics – Highland Park City, IL (“Cities and towns above 25,000 population”), Bureau of Labor Statistics, last
accessed 7/26/2015.
130 Collective bargaining database, BGA website, last accessed 7/30/2015.
126

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 40

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
2013 Speech
In her State of the City address on March 7, 2013, Rotering took a shot at state lawmakers. She criticized
them for planning to possibly raid local revenues to cover their own budget shortfalls:
Exponentially increasing public safety pension fund obligations mandated by the state, but funded
by the city, has the potential to impact long-term sustainability of our funds. We are absolutely
dedicated to provide a secure retirement to our first responders who are not eligible to receive
Social Security, but the current level of state-mandated funding parameters threatens the very
security of those retirement funds and will diminish critical operating dollars for the city going
forward.131

2015 Speech
During her January 2015 State of the City address, Rotering highlighted key successes like approving a
balanced budget for the fourth year in a row, upgrading the city’s water treatment plant, and continued
efforts to repair the city’s roads and sidewalks.132
Rotering also mentioned plans to host a technology roundtable focused on the city’s appeal to the growing
technology sector.133
Finally, she touched on affordable legal services. Rotering said, "Access to affordable legal services was also
identified as a clear need, particularly for our senior and immigrant populations. Toward that end, a
Highland Park/Highwood Legal Aid Clinic will soon open to provide pro bono services to residents, drawing
on the legal expertise in the community.134”

131

“Pensions dominate Rotering’s speech.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 03/07/13.
“Rotering upbeat about city's direction in 2015,” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Tribune, 1/27/2015
133 “Rotering upbeat about city's direction in 2015,” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Tribune, 1/27/2015
134 “Rotering upbeat about city's direction in 2015,” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Tribune, 1/27/2015
132
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ORGANIZATIONS
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GENERAL MOTORS
OFFICE OF GM TREASURER
According to a Newsweek article from November 1992, Nancy Rotering was a member of the General
Motors Treasurer’s staff up until she left in 1987. According to a Newsweek article covering the turmoil at
the top of GM, Rotering left the office of GM’s treasurer out of “frustration.”135 According to Newsweek,
Rotering was highly critical of the company, saying, "GM sat around saying, 'We're GM. We know
everything, we don't need to change."136

135
136

“Can GM Fix Itself.” Jolie Solomon, John McCormick, Karen Springen, Frank Washington, Newsweek, 11/09/92.
“Can GM Fix Itself.” Jolie Solomon, John McCormick, Karen Springen, Frank Washington, Newsweek, 11/09/92.
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HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION OF HIGHLAND PARK
HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION OF HIGHLAND PARK
News Stories
On February 20, 2014, Rotering – who sat on the board of directors for the Healthcare Foundation of
Highland Park said she supported Nova’s request for city funding but had been outnumbered by other
council members during the budget process.137 Nova was a nonprofit that provided after-school
programming for teens.138

137
138

“Healthcare foundation grants funds,” Chicago Tribune, 2/20/2014
“Healthcare foundation grants funds,” Chicago Tribune, 2/20/2014
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WEALTH
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PROPERTY RECORDS
PROPERTY HITS / ISSUES
Nancy Rotering is Likely Funding her Campaign Through Mortgages
In July 2014 Rotering and her husband transferred their homeowner rights to a trust fund in Rotering’s
name and on the same day took out a nearly $1 million loan on the house. Then she started loaning her
campaign hundreds of thousands of dollars, including a $50,000 unsecured personal loan on June 30, 2015,
which was a loan she took out from US Bank at a 7.75% interest rate.139 How can she afford to loan her
campaign hundreds of thousands of dollars after securing a million dollar loan months before her first loan
to the campaign? How reckless is she that she takes out loans from banks in order to loan her campaign
money? Is this all a ploy to artificially inflate her fundraising numbers? And if so, how can we trust to send
someone to Congress who is that reckless? Where are her priorities?
PROPERTY SUMMARY
Using the Smartlinx report associated with Nancy Rotering, we looked up the addresses to confirm whether
she was ever an owner in those areas. We only found her name listed as an owner for properties in Lake
County, Illinois.
In 1998, she and her husband purchased their current home at 46 Lakeview Terrace from the Claire
Davidow Trust, located in California. The other property associated with Rotering is the lot next door to the
46 Lakeview Terrace home, purchased at the end of 2011 from the Davidow Family Trust to the Victor
Rotering Trust.
Currently, both properties are technically owned by the Nancy Rotering Trust. The Nancy Rotering Trust
took out a nearly $1 million mortgage on the family home in July 2014.
The Roterings have one late payment from 2004 for $125.29.

139

“Democratic House candidate’s unusual bank loan raises questions,” Theodoric Meyer, Politico Pro, 7/31/2015.

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 46

46 LAKEVIEW TERRACE

Property ID: 17-31-102-053 (also goes by pin 17-31-102-072; 17-31-102-073)
Owner: Nancy Rodkin Rotering Revocable Trust
Current Assessed Value: $289,635
Timeline: Purchased February 1998 by Nancy and Victor as husband and wife then deeded to Nancy
Rotering Trust in July 2014.
Property Info: Stone exterior; built in 1931. Above ground living space is 5,686 sq. ft. Finished basement.
Four bedrooms, two fireplaces.
The Roterings owned this property since 1998 then in 2014 they deeded the property to the Nancy Rodkin
Rotering Revocable Trust, which Victor and Nancy were trustees of. Four days after deeding the property to
the Trust, the Trust took out a $920,000.00 mortgage on the property.
Notes: According to their tax records, the Roterings used a “limited homestead” credit in assessing the
final, taxable value of this property.
Online tax bills only go back to 2004. We should pick up tax records from previous years.
Tax History:
Year
Assessment
2014
$289,635.00
2013
$291,325.00
2012
$289,051.00
2011
$332,723.00

Tax Total
$22,521.14
$22,157.98
$21,545.84
$23,707.02

Credit Total
-

Payment Total
$11,260.57
$22,157.98
$21,545.84
$23,707.02

Interest
-

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
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2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004

$442,008.00
$459,287.00
$463,926.00
$442,889.00
$317,141.00
$309,955.00
$268,360.00

Records History:
Date
Document

$28,100.72
$27,369.47
$26,565.79
$25,007.84
$18,104.18
$18,315.60
$16,704.92

-

$28,100.72
$27,369.47
$26,565.79
$25,007.84
$18,104.18
$18,315.60
$16,830.21

$125.29

Grantor/Lender

Grantee/Borrower
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering

2/13/1998

Trustee’s Deed

Claire S. Davidow; Claire S.
Davidow 1980 Trust (CA)

2/17/1998

Mortgage

Northern Trust Company

2/1/2002

Mortgage
Modification*

Northern Trust Company

1/6/2003

Release

11/12/2002

Mortgage

8/14/2014

Release

Northern Trust Company
Emigrant Mortgage
Company, Inc.
Emigrant Mortgage
Company, Inc.

7/21/2014

Quit Claim
Deed

Victor R. Rotering & Nancy
R. Rotering

7/25/2014

Mortgage

Northern Trust Company

Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering; Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Revocable Trust
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering; Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Revocable Trust

-

Amount
-$360,000
$344,089.15 (not
a new loan –
principle amount
left)

$342,000

“No
consideration”

$920,500

*Modification “provides for a change in borrower’s fixed interest rate” of 6.5% “to an adjustable interest
rate. The note limits the amount borrower’s adjustable interest rate can change at any one time and the
maximum rate borrower must pay” with a rate not greater than 12.5%.140

140

Mortgage Modification Agreement, 6, 2/1/2002.
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LAKEVIEW TERRACE (VACANT LOT)

Property ID: 17-31-102-054 (“vacant lot next to 46 Lakeview Terr.” – Trustees Deed, 13/20/2011)
Owner: Victor Robert Rotering and M. Shane Swanson as co-trustees of Victor Robert Rotering GST Trust
Current Assessed Value:
Timeline: Purchased at end of 2011 by Victor Rotering Trust then deeded to Victor Rotering then on same
day deeded to Nancy Rotering Revocable Trust (July 2014)
Property Info: Vacant Lot; Titled “Residential Vaccant”
Notes:
In the Trustee’s Deed dated 12/30/2011, it says, “the Victor Robert Rotering GST Trust Established Under
The William P. Laird 2005 Irrevocable Qualified Terminable Interest Property Marital Trust”
Tax History:
Year
Assessment
2014
$128,041.00
2013
$128,788.00
2012
$133,806.00
2011
$142,968.00

Records History:
Date
Document
12/30/2011
7/21/2014

Trustee’s
Deed
Trustee’s
Deed

Tax Total
$10,656.55
$10,483.34
$10,185.31
$10,373.76

Credit Total
-

Payment Total
$5,328.28
$10,483.34
$10,185.31
$10,373.76

Interest
-

Grantor/Lender

Grantee/Borrower

William H. Davidow & Sonja
Anne Davidow; Davidow
Family Trust (CA)
Victor R. Rotering & M.
Shane Swanson; Victor

Victor R. Rotering & M. Shane
Swanson; Victor Robert
Rotering GST Trust
Victor R. Rotering

Due
$5,328.28
-

Amount
$450,000
No
considerat
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Robert Rotering GST Trust

7/21/2014

Quit Claim
Deed

Victor R. Rotering

ion
Victor R. Rotering & Nancy R.
Rotering; Nancy Rodkin
Rotering Revocable Trust
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ISSUES
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ABORTION/LIFE ISSUES
PLANNED PARENTHOOD
SOCIAL MEDIA
April 15, 2015

October 20, 2014
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ARTS
MUSEUMS
Stubey Cabin
In 2014, the Historical Society applied for a $40,000 funding request from the City Council to help repair
Stupey Cabin, an old cabin estimated to have been built in 1897. The Historical Society had applied for a
$62,800 state grant to help make improvements as well.141 At the time, Rob Rotering, Nancy Rotering’s
husband, was President of the Historical Society.142
Rob Rotering called the $40,000 city funding request a one-time funding request. However, City Council
member Paul Frank pointed out that three years ago, the Historical Society had made another “one-time”
funding request.143 During the debate over the funding request, Mayor Rotering removed herself from the
conversation.144
In November 2014, Highland Park City Council agreed to pay $40,000 toward the repair of Stupey Cabin.145
The majority of the council supported the decision, and Mayor Rotering recused herself from the
decision.146
STATUES
Jason Brown
Jason Brown, a Highland Park native, competed in the 2014 Sochi Olympics on the men’s figure skating
team. On February 13, 2014 Rotering unveiled a 10 foot tall ice sculpture of Olympic figure skater Jason
Brown, who was originally from Highland Park.147

141

“Highland Park cabin needs repairs; Funding sought for pioneer family's 19th century residence,” Gregory Totter, Chicago Tribune, 9/11/2014
“Highland Park cabin needs repairs; Funding sought for pioneer family's 19th century residence,” Gregory Totter, Chicago Tribune, 9/11/2014
143 “Highland Park cabin needs repairs; Funding sought for pioneer family's 19th century residence,” Gregory Totter, Chicago Tribune, 9/11/2014
142

144
145
146
147

“Highland Park cabin needs repairs; Funding sought for pioneer family's 19th century residence,” Gregory Totter, Chicago Tribune, 9/11/2014
“Council OKs cabin repairs,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 11/13/2014
“Council OKs cabin repairs,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 11/13/2014
“10 feet of hometown love for skater on gold quest,” Chicago Tribune, 2/13/2014
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BUDGET
In her first election in 2011, Rotering ran on a platform of deeper budget cuts instead of reaching into city
monetary reserves.148
OPERATING BUDGET
Federal Sequester in 2013
In early March 2013, as the federal sequester loomed, Highland Park waited to see what the impact would
be.149 Highland Park was receiving nearly $160,000 in federal funding for public works and public safety
programs during 2012, and around another $50,000 in state grants came from federal money.150 Rotering
said, “It’s difficult to plan if you have, in this situation, upward of $200,000 that may or may not be coming
to the city.”151
Rotering Inaccuracies On Sequester Impact
Rotering said she was concerned about Moraine Township’s funding from the federal government, and
what those cuts would mean to services for seniors, the disabled, and low-income residents.152 However, a
later correction to the article noted that Rotering was wrong, and Moraine Township was funded wholly by
local property taxes and would not feel the effects of the sequester.153
Governor Rauner 2015 Budget
In March 2015, Governor Bruce Rauner proposed a budget fix that included a 50 percent cut in the local
government share of the state income tax revenue. Rotering decried the cuts and said, "Gov. Rauner
proposes to rescue the state's troubled finances on our backs. We as a city have acted responsibly and
made the tough decisions in managing our finances and expect the same from our state partner.”154
Highland Park stood to lose about $1.4 million on an annual basis, about 1.8% of the city revenue.155
Rotering termed it unfortunate that Highland Park and other municipalities were "dragged into" what she
called a "very risky game of chess" between Rauner and the Illinois General Assembly.156 Rotering said that
the local share rightfully belonged to local governments.”157 This is not a transfer of state funds," she said.
"This is city money.”158
2013 BUDGET
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In November 2012, a Chicago Tribune report said that Highland Park was going to approve a proposed
budget that had a $7 million shortfall - $88 million in revenues and $95 million in spending, even with
increased taxes.159
The budget approved in December 2013 included taxes of $15 million for residents to fund city and library
expenses, as well as debt. While the amount taxed is more than initially proposed, a portion was to be set
aside for public pensions.160 The budget was highly controversial, with Rotering casting the tie-breaking
vote. $4.1 million of the levy was the library’s portion, and represented a 2% increase.161 $300,000 would
be used to help the library pay for capital projects and limit the levy to the 2% increase.162 It also approved
a $21.7 million contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son to provide general contractor services for the
water treatment facility’s upgrades.163
In response to the budget, Rotering said, “This budget recognizes identified needs in our community in
terms of public safety challenges and a desire to invest in our infrastructure, while working hard to keep a
grip on the economic burden to our residents.”164

CAPITAL BUDGET
Highland Park Staircase
On April 11, 2013, Highland Park’s city and park district officials were seeking to split the cost of renovating
a popular staircase at Central Park that had been closed due to structural problems.165 The project was
projected to cost $871,000.166 Rotering supported the plan, saying Highland Park’s goal was “to create a
connection and improving the connection of our community to the lakefront. It’s one of our greatest
assets.”167
On March 18, 2014 Rotering indefinitely postponed plans to reconstruct the bluff staircase connecting
Central Park to the Lake Michigan shoreline, saying, “The city has other capital priorities such as extensive
road repairs necessitated by the severe winter.”168
Briergate
On August 29, 2013 Rotering said many of the improvements planned for the Briergate district as part of
the city’s long-term capital plans would be accelerated though the SSA.169 The SSA, special service area,
would be funded through a public-private partnership and would accomplish much needed infrastructure
improvements and allow the city government to contribute $3.2 million over a ten year period for
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pavement, water main, sewer and sidewalk work.170 Briergate had many “unique characteristics,” like roads
without curbs and a gravel parking lot, which were not up to city standards.171
Highland Park Art Center
On November 21, 2013 Rotering defended the Highland Park Art Center, calling it “a tremendous asset to
the cultural liveliness of Highland Park, while also serving as an economic engine for that part of the
community.”172 Rotering’s comments came after some art center officials and City Council members were
considering forgoing the yearly financial check-ins with the city in favor of a five-year lease.173 Rotering said,
“In terms of a long-term lease, it help them to understand what their financial situation is every year.
They’ve come a long way to financial stability.”174
Rotering said discussions with the Art Center about its lease were part of a comprehensive look at all cityleased buildings, specifically at their rents.175
Re-evaluate City Owned Property
On January 2, 2014 Rotering announced that Highland Park would evaluate all city-owned property and
assess equity in rent, maintenance costs, value and future use.176
Karger Center
On January 2, 2014 Rotering said the Karger Center site was considered important for the future of
downtown Highland Park and the central business district because of its proximity to downtown and Sunset
Park.177 The Karger Center was a city-owned property located at 1850 Green Bay Road.178 In January 2014
the property was home to the Illinois Rhythmic Gymnastics Center, the Music Theater Company, and the
Highland Park Community Nursery School.179
The Karger Center site was close to downtown Highland Park and the central business district.180 On July 3,
2014 a plan for a new Community Family Center emerged, which would allow the city to tear town the
Karger Center.181 Rotering called it a “great opportunity to meet the human service needs [of Highland
Park] in a cost-effective way.”182
HIGHLAND PARK COUNTRY CLUB
Developing Highland Park Country Club – Rotering Suggests Hotel
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On March 13, 2014 Rotering suggested that a hotel built on the Highland Park Country Club could
potentially bring in revenue while abiding by conservation easements.183 She said the benefits and
feasibility of such development still needed to be explored with the Park District and that there were “a lot
of questions about what is best for the community and it’s not just about money. … We need to sit down
with the Park District and look at the slew of alternatives they’re considering.”184
Former Highland Park Mayor Ray Geraci, who orchestrated the city’s purchase of the Country Club, said
that he thought there was something “radically wrong” with the city government’s thinking on the
matter.185
Highland Park Country Club Debate
In 2014, there was a debate over the best use of the Highland Park Country Club, an 18-hole golf course.186
Originally, the Park District was set to take over operations of the club in 2015 and split the revenue with
the city. In 2014, the Park District requested that the city transfer ownership so that the Park District could
own the land outright. The Park District had planned to close the course and create a public park. Park
Board president Scott Meyers said the change would save the city $700,000 per year.187
From Jan. 1st to Dec. 31, 2013, the country club suffered a net income loss of $1.2 million in net assets.188
Rotering supported maintaining the use of the country club as a golf course. Meyers suggested that the city
was more interested in the “bottom line.189”
Rotering rejected the accusation. She said "It's not about revenue generation, it's about covering the cost of
this amenity. The goal is to provide a good golfing experience for the people who enjoy golf in Highland
Park.190"The end result was that the city continued to operate the country club as a golf course. After the
news broke that the facility would remain open, Rotering said there was an uptick in calls for
reservations.191
In November 2014, the country club was expected to end the year $190,000 under budget, with a $52,000
projected net income loss.192 At a City Council meeting KemperSports, which managed the country club,
listed different improvements that would increase the club’s revenue.193
In reference to the club Rotering said, "It's just been fascinating to see what kind of an economic driver this
location is and can grow to become even more so. With the marketing plan that (KemperSports) proposed,
it looks like the only way to go is up.194"
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In December 2014, it was announced that the Park District was going to lease the country club for 2015
after the Park District and the City Council failed to agree upon how to terminate the long-standing
agreement. Park officials said they intended to maintain the status quo of the course.195 Rotering
maintained that the country club was an important community asset and capital investment would bring in
significant revenue.196
HIGHLAND PARK THEATER
Seeking Proposals
In July 2011, the Highland Park City Council asked developers to bring forward ideas on what to do with the
space, which was purchased for $2.1 million.197 Rotering was not attached to any particular fate for the
theater, and was even willing to consider having it torn down.198 Her goal was to “provide a public benefit
with no additional cost to taxpayers."199 One of Rotering’s main objections was to the city owning a “private
venture.”200
Rotering’s Skepticism
As plans for the theater went nowhere, Rotering continued to be a vocal skeptic of plans for the theater.201
On July 26, 2012, she stated she was skeptical of how much money should be spent to open the theater.202
“I’m happy to be sitting around the table that shares the dream… but how much are we willing to stick the
bill to taxpayers to get this theater open?”203 As the Mayor’s record of vocal opposition continued, progress
on fixing the theater problem stalled.
Double Standard For Inspections Of Private And Public Buildings
In January 2013, it was reported that the Highland Park City Council members had no idea that at the time
of the purchase, it would cost $2.6 million to fix the $2.1 million investment.204 The same inspection
indicated that city facilities were also not up to the necessary code.205 Highland Park Fire Chief Pat Tanner
suggested a “double standard” to which private buildings were held to the code, while city facilities were
treated differently due to a lack of funding.206 At the time, there were facilities in the city that had been
allowed to slip below the standard the city sets for other buildings.207 Rotering “said action is underway to
ensure the city follows its own building code.”208 In order to fix the issues within the city, Highland Park
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hired the law firm of Sidley Austin to review the city’s operations, whose recommendations, Rotering said,
would be taken seriously and used to make managerial changes.209
Second Bid Request
In April 2013, the Highland Park City Council under Mayor Rotering went “back to square one,” and
launched a second round of attempts to find a private partner to partner with on the efforts to find
something to do with the Highland Park Theater.210 The partnership with Alcyon ended in February 2013
after a 6 month attempt to create a plan palatable to the City Council.211 Rotering noted that discussions
with Alcyon produced negative sentiment toward creating a tax increment financing district in order to
attract private developers, and also said that city subsidies in order to support the theater’s renovation
were likely off the table.212 Rotering also noted that she opposes putting any additional city money
whatsoever into the theater, while Alcyon argued that the theater would be profitable after two years and
would generate “an estimated $3.2 million in annual sales revenue by its fifth.”213
As the debate about what to do with the space continued on the council, Rotering said, My sense from this
council is that we want to move on,” she said.214 “We are either going to sell this, rent it, do something, but
we can’t just keep bogging ourselves down with redoing what we keep trying to do over and over again.”215
Highland Park Theater And “Risky Business”
In discussing the theater, Rotering has mentioned that while discussing what to do with the theater, “50
percent of the time, somebody comes back to, ‘But the marquee was in “Risky Business”!’”216
On August 29, 2013 Highland Park received five proposals pertaining to its shuttered, city-owned Highland
Park Theater, which ranged from reopening the theater for movies to building a new, mixed used building
on the property.217 The council planned to discuss the proposals in a closed session, and Rotering said,
“We’ve set a fairly ambitions timeline for making a decision that best meets the needs of the
community.”218
Negotiations with Alcyon
On October 17, 2013, the Highland Park City Council entered exclusive negotiations with the Alcyon
Foundation, a would-be nonprofit that hoped to transform the theater into a multi-use performance
center.219 After the city bought the money in 2009 for $2.1 million it began to lose money and Rotering said,
“The city views the current investment in the theater as already excessive.”220 Rotering said because of the
financial loss the City Council looked more favorably on proposals that would require minimal further
investment from the city.221
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On November 1, 2013, Rotering said AMC, one of the three entities selected to offer written proposals for
the Highland Park Theater, was not available to meet with City representatives over the bid due to a private
business decision.222
Selling Highland Park Theater
After Alcyon pulled out of the Highland Park Theater renovations at the end of January 2014, Rotering
announced that the city would sell the theater outright. Rotering said:
Last week, the city received communication from the president of The Alcyon Foundation indicating
they are withdrawing their proposal," said Mayor Nancy Rotering Monday. "I understand they
pursued a variety of different (fundraising) avenues, both residential and business, and were not
able to secure the financial support necessary from the community. They noted in their
correspondence to the city that there was insufficient financial support for the development of a
mixed use venue, and they could not secure the necessary financial commitment to advance the
capital campaign for the long term operation of the theater.223
She continued, saying, “The city has exhausted numerous efforts to redevelop the property in a way that
meets the goals and desires of the community, reduces the financial burden placed on residents and
complements the business community.”224 Rotering said the theater would be sold with no restrictions and
said the city government would “make every effort to recover the city’s investment in its property.”225
On April 2, 2014 Rotering announced that the city had selected At World Properties to broker the sale of
the Highland Park Theater property and parking lot.226 In December 2014 the City Council was still
considering offers Highland Park Theater during closed door meetings.227
PORT CLINTON GARAGE
In January 2013, a city report showed structural issues with the Port Clinton Garage. This report highlighted
a string of issues that included the Highland Park Theater, and showed that the garage was far from firesafe.228 Despite November 2010 and September 2011 recommendations to have sprinklers in the garage
inspected for obstructions, no inspection was conducted, leaving another city facility as broken as the
numerous others.229
RAVINIA
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On September 12, 2013 Rotering said she looked forward to hearing Plan Commission’s input on a proposal
for a four-story mixed-use development for downtown Ravinia.230 The new development would provide
three stories of apartments about a bottom floor of commercial space231. Rotering said, “As a city, we’ve
been looking for multiuse, transit-oriented development. That obviously is the trend for the future in
downtown suburban district. …It fits beautifully.”232 The development would be constructed and owned by
Imperial Realty Company.233
Rotering reminisced about a time when Ravinia was a self-sustaining community, saying residents would
rarely leave because everything they needed was there.234 She called the development project a “catalyst”
to bring Ravinia up.235
RENAISSANCE PLAZA TAX BREAK DEBATE
On August 29, 2013 Rotering said she thought it was possible for the city to shift funds and not cut its
commitment to capital projects after the Renaissance Place shopping center in Highland Park asked to have
its taxes reduced by 50 percent.236
On September 19, 2013, Rotering said the city would have to account for the missing funds of over
$339,664 over five years if it approved tax relief for the Renaissance Plaza, saying, “We’re not having to
account for these missing funds. As a result, there needs to be some sort of compensation for that loss.”237
On September 28, 2013 Rotering encouraged Renaissance Plaza General Manager, Christiane Fisher, to
pursue other options to reduce the operating expenses passed onto the Renaissance Plaza tenants.238
On October 3, 2013, the Highland Park City Council indicated that it was unlikely to offer the Renaissance
Place a tax break, after several city residents had voiced concern over the projected annual lost from the
city’s revenue.239 Alluding to the matter, Rotering said, “there are a number of initiatives we undertake to
give breaks to small businesses, but at the end of the day, we are in the business of providing municipal
services, and capital improvements to the city. We’ve made that a priority.”240 She continued, “To ask up to
diminish that budget by a significant amount, when other options haven’t been explored, such assessing if
there are bank loans out there, (is unacceptable.) It will be interesting to see how this plays out in terms of
seeing what data Metzler is willing and able to provide us, but my sense from the tenor of this council
tonight was that they are less interested in serving as a bank.”241
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On October 17, 2013 Rotering said the Renaissance Place shopping center’s decision to withdraw its
proposal for tax relief was in the best interests of the city since, “They were asking for something that was
more impactful on the city’s budget than their own bottom line.”242
BONDS
On December 20, 2012, the Chicago Tribune reported that Rotering and the City Council approved a $9.2
million refinancing of bonds with an interest rate of 1.89% which is expected to save almost $800,000 over
the life of the bonds.243 This decision came after Moody’s gave Highland Park a AAA credit rating.244

OTHER
Contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son
In December 2012, the council approved $21.7 million for a contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son to
provide contractor services for the water treatment facility upgrades.245
Against the City Assuming Responsibility for Services Already Paid for by Townships
In May 2013, an effort was made to analyze spending and efficiency within Highland Park and local
township government. In that discussion was a proposal that could have shifted responsibility for certain
services from townships to Highland Park.246 Rotering said it was “unlikely” that she would support any
proposal that would ask for more services from the city of Highland Park.247
Contract with North Star Destination Strategies
In August 2013, North Star Destination Strategies was hired to be the PR firm for Highland Park.248 The
firm’s hiring had many people excited about the economic potential of bettering the reputation of Highland
Park.249 According to Rotering, the hiring was a key part of the initiative to collaborate between staff,
businesses, and officials to push the city forward on its path to economic success.250

SOCIAL MEDIA
November 14, 2014
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BUSINESS
SMALL BUSINESS
Approval of Celebrity’s Shop’s Sign
In January 2013, the Highland City Council approved a sign for a tea shop owned by Billy Corgan, the lead
singer of the Smashing Pumpkins, quickly, and after the sign had already been put up.251 The City Council
did not wait to hear from Corgan or Council staff before unanimously approving the sign at a meeting.252
After the vote, Rotering quickly found Corgan to give him a hug and thank him for having his shop in
Highland Park.253 Despite criticism that the sign was approved quickly because of Corgan’s stardom,
Rotering defended the variance saying, “We've approved plenty of sign code variances in our day… [They]
just didn't have famous owners attached, so nobody really noticed that we did that."254
REGULATION
Panera Trash
As a Panera was being discussed as an addition to Highland Park, local business owners were concerned
that the Panera would take up too much space in the area for its trash and limiting parking spaces.255
Panera was willing to both allow parking restrictions in the area, as well as construct a walkway in order to
properly dispose of its garbage while causing as little disruption as possible during business hours for other
stores in order to be allowed to move in.256
During a discussion before the City Council in April 2013 about a Panera that was set to open that fall.257
Rotering halted discussion to save time when the owner and the franchiser had differing plans to address
trash in the facility and the mandated construction of a pedestrian walkway by Panera.258 Councilmembers
like Steve Elrod and Sally Higginson were upset by the miscommunication, according to the Chicago
Tribune.259 The Panera was approved on a 5-2 vote. 260
LICENSURE
Alcohol Brew-It-Yourself License
On July 11, 2013, it was reported that North Shore Brewing Company had begun selling brew-it-yourself
supplies for people to pick up the craft beer hobby.261 In response, the liquor commission had to take up
the task of finding a way to regulate the sale of the self-brewed beer.262 Rotering wanted specific languages
restricting minors from taking home products that could allow them to brew beer and consume it
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underage.263 She said, "Just in terms of making sure somewhere in the ordinance there's some requirement
that you be 21 before you go pick up mom's brew."264
OTHER VOTES
Contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son
In December 2012, the council approved $21.7 million for a contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son to
provide contractor services for the water treatment facility upgrades.265
Contract with North Star Destination Strategies
In August 2013, North Star Destination Strategies was hired to be the PR firm for Highland Park.266 The
firm’s hiring had many people excited about the economic potential of bettering the reputation of Highland
Park.267 According to Rotering, the hiring was a key part of the initiative to collaborate between staff,
businesses, and officials to push the city forward on its path to economic success.268

SOCIAL MEDIA
6/23/15

263

“Liquor commission hears brew-it-yourself license proposal.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 07/11/13.
“Liquor commission hears brew-it-yourself license proposal.” John P. Huston, Chicago Tribune, 07/11/13.
265 “Highland Park Oks higher levy \ Increase is targeted for public pensions.” Jeff Danna, Chicago Tribune, 12/13/12.
266
“Firm to promote Highland Park.” Denys Bucksten, Chicago Tribune, 08/01/13.
267 “Firm to promote Highland Park.” Denys Bucksten, Chicago Tribune, 08/01/13.
268 “Firm to promote Highland Park.” Denys Bucksten, Chicago Tribune, 08/01/13.
264

1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 66

CONSUMER/WORKER PROTECTIONS

SOCIAL MEDIA
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CRIME/PUBLIC SAFETY
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Dispatch Services
On December 26, 2013 Rotering questioned whether consolidating the Highland Park dispatch services with
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff would overwhelm the dispatch center.269 She said, “You're doubling your call
volume, you're doubling your service area, but is there a capacity that is too large? I just wonder, have
studies been done to say, 'OK, at this point, it's too broad?'”270
On January 9, 2014 the Chicago Tribune reported that the consolidated dispatch center could save Highland
Park millions of dollars.271
In March 2014 Rotering said she was “stunned” after a city analysis of the costs of consolidating 911
dispatch services showed virtually no savings over the first five years.272
TRAFFIC
Death of a Young Girl Due to DUI
On September 4, 2012, a young girl named Jaclyn Santos-Sacramento was killed and her mother and two
brothers were injured when a car drove on to the sidewalk and struck the family. The death became a highprofile story with numerous outlets from the Chicago Tribune to newswire services like UPI providing
coverage.
Rotering was quoted as saying: Our hearts go out to everyone involved. This accident is a parent's worst
nightmare and has created a devastating loss.273 In response, Rotering requested that the Emergency Relief
Task Force step in to help assist the family with bereavement and medical expenses.274
Mayor Rotering was highly critical of the way Lake County prosecutors handled the case, releasing a
statement on September 5, 2012, saying she was “frustrated by the delayed manner in which the case was
being handled.”275 Of the decision to release the driver, 18 year old Carly Rousso said, “"releasing the driver
with no restrictions was a decision of the state's attorney. This was a mistake and we are demanding an
explanation."276 Rotering added, "We continue to urge the Lake County state's attorney, in the strongest
possible terms, to conclude its investigation and evaluation of the evidence and bring charges against the
driver as appropriate… Without this vital next step, due process cannot proceed and our community cannot
begin to work through this tragedy… This case must be brought to its proper, legal conclusion… All of the
facts should be and must be shared with the community."277
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The City Council and activist Margaret Carrasco joined Rotering in their criticism, particularly regarding
Rousso’s treatment due to the perception that her well-connected parents, who were the heads of The Art
Center – Highland Park, were part of the reason she was released without restrictions.278 Hours after
Rotering’s comments, charges were announced. State’s Attorney Ken LaRue could not provide an
explanation as to why charges were not announced when they were originally filed, just following the
crash.279 Citizens took notice and lauded the mayor’s effort to push prosecutors to press charges.280
During a Labor Day parade, the Highland Park community gathered together to take part in a march to the
location of the girl’s death.281 Police estimated that nearly 1200 took part in the event, many of whom cited
Rotering’s comments as their reason to join the march.282 When asked why she was the only elected official
in attendance, Rotering responded, “I’m a mom.”283
On September 4, 2013 Rotering delivered remarks at the dedicating of a park bench in memory of Jaclyn
Santos-Sacramento, a five-year-old who had been struck and killed by a drunk driver the year before.284
Red Light Cameras
In June 2013, Highland Park was ready to seek new bids for their red-light camera services.285 One of the
companies being considered was the company that, although previously provided camera service for
Highland Park, had been barred from consideration for contracts with the city of Chicago due to a bribery
scandal.286 Despite this, Mayor Rotering defended the company RedFlex, saying the city was “looking for
the best deal.”287
Bicycle Helmet Ordinance
On August 22, 2013 Rotering voted against a measure that urged children under the age of 16 to wear
helmets when bicycling, in-line skating, skateboarding, or being pulled by a carrier.288
In July 2013, Mayor Rotering was an outspoken critic of a proposed change to the Highland Park bicycle law
that would have created a fine for parents whose children were caught riding their bikes without a
helmet.289 Rotering said that she’d prefer a more educational approach and said that parents should be
“doing their job” and educating kids about safety.290 She also questioned whether police officers’ time was
best spent chasing down kids who are not wearing a helmet.291
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SEX CRIMES/PORNOGRAPHY
Sexual Assault in the Military
On November 22, 1996, Rotering wrote an op-ed responding to a cartoon that depicted a woman soldier
close to being raped by two male soldiers saying,
“Mike Peters' Nov. 14 cartoon depicting a woman soldier on the verge of being raped by two male soldiers as
one said, ‘Don't ask, don't tell,’ was beyond offensive. Placing it under the heading "Another perspective"
made no sense. What other perspective? Political cartoons are used to satirize current events. I saw no satire
in this cartoon. It simply illustrated a disgusting reality.”292

In response to Rotering’s criticism of Peters’ cartoon, Kirk Childress, a Staff attorney at Servicemembers
Legal Defense Network, wrote that Rotering was not understanding that a cartoon does not have to be
amusing to get an effective point across.293
Criticizes 1989 Op-Ed on Sexual Harassment
On December 17, 1989, Rotering was also an aggressive critic of a December 1989 Op-Ed about sexual
harassment.294 She wrote:
“I'm sickened by the logic of Richard Phillips' commentary on the sexual harassment survey in the
National Law Journal (Tribune, Dec. 4). Mr. Phillips implies that because women lawyers receive high
salaries, they should simply put up with sexual harassment. Does he believe the same logic applies to
other groups as well?
Such harassment, says Mr. Phillips, is typical behavior for men. Though he fails to mention the large
number of women physically harassed or threatened with rape, it seems Mr. Phillips believes that a
$50,000 salary justifies such "manly" behavior. Fortunately, the government disagrees. Mr. Phillips
does no one any service by his amusement with such unconscionable behavior as harassment in the
workplace.”295

Kung Fu Power Owner Arrested
On August 13, 2013, Mayor Rotering weighed into the arrest of the owner of the Kung Fu Power shop on
charges of promoting prostitution and solicitation of a sexual act.296 She lauded the work of the Highland
Park police, saying, "The Highland Park Police Department continues to do exemplary work and we
appreciate their swift action in this case."297
SOCIAL MEDIA
April 17, 2015
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EDUCATION
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
Refunding the Youth Center
In the 2013 fiscal year budget for Highland Park, the popular Highland Park Firehouse Youth Center was
refunded, but the budget down $74,000 from $100,000 in years previous to $25,936, leaving no funding for
a summer program.298 Despite that, people in the community were thankful to have the center back.299 Don
Miner, the manager of Youth, Family and Older Adult Services praised the work the center does, and
mentioned that he hoped services would continue to be provided.300 Jill Goldstein, who has an autistic
child, has been an advocate for greater funding and services, said that Rotering “listened closely to a part of
the population that’s not huge, but is important, the kids and parents who need the program.”301
After School Youth Program
By August 2014, Highland Park City Council members voted to move the city’s afterschool programming for
middle-school-aged children from the Firehouse, on Green Bay Road, to the Community House, at 1991
Sheridan Road. The Council cited the rising costs to maintain the Firehouse building, which was described as
“deteriorating,” as a primary reason for the move.302 The Council also said the move was part of an effort to
save the program, and possibly reinvigorate its declining membership. Part of the transition also involved
the city transferring the operation of the program to the nonprofit Family Network, which ran programs for
pre-K and elementary school children.303
According to Deputy City Manager Ghida Neukirch, keeping the old location open would have cost
$175,000 in repairs.304 The city estimated that making the repairs over the next 5 years would have cost
taxpayers $12,000 for each of the 20 students participating in the afterschool program.305
Many parents were upset with the new space which was described as a “small, cramped” and inappropriate
for middle school aged students.306 Rotering said the new location was a temporary fix. She said, "Our goal
is to build the program. It's not to kill the program. It's to rebuild it and make it more accessible to more
people and to make it a better program.”307
Rotering also called out other school districts - -- North Shore District 112 and Township High School District
113 -- for not "stepping up" to provide the service. She said, "I kind of don't understand why (District 112)
and (District 113) aren't finding it within their mission to take care of the middle-schoolers. . . . These are
their children or their future students. It seems to me this would be a group that would step to provide
these services.”308
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According to the Chicago Tribune the youth program was supposed to be moved to the Community House
on November 24th 2014, and would open on December 1st, 2014.309
In October 2014, the City Council opened the discussion for the construction of a new Family Community
Center, which would house a number of social services, including the after-school program.310 The Council
aimed to have the Family Community Center replace the firehouse and the community house. Officials
estimated that the building would have cost between $10 million and $15 million.311
In June 2015, it was announced that the afterschool program would remain at its original location. Rotering
said she did not think it was wise to move the children to a temporary location at a time of uncertainty
regarding the proposed Community Family Center.312 Concerns from parents, uncertainty over the
construction budget, and the notification from the Family Network that it was no longer interested in
running the program, were cited as reasons for the decision.313
Billy Corgan’s Reality Series Filming Controversy
In October 2014, parents in the North Shore community argued that it was not fair for Billy Corgan,
Smashing Pumpkins front man and creative director of Resistance pro – a Chicago based wrestling leagueto film a reality series in the same building the afterschool program was being moved out of.314 The series
had permission to shoot at the location until January 4th. Rotering said that the series production and the
decision to relocate the youth programs were unrelated.315 She said “We always want to have filming in
Highland Park because it's good for business.”316
BULLYING
We Stand Together HP
In October 2014, Rotering launched the “We Stand Together HP" campaign against bullying. Rotering said
bullying affects all ages and must be identified as a worldwide, societal challenge.317 The campaign used
#WeStandTogetherHP on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.318

309
310
311
312

“Highland Park families protest moving program,” Gregory Totter, Chicago Tribune, 8/28/2014
“Special recreation group still searching for home,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 2/16/2014

“Special recreation group still searching for home,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 2/16/2014
“Highland Park won't move Firehouse youth program this year,” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Tribune, 6/4/2015

313

“Highland Park won't move Firehouse youth program this year,” Karen Berkowitz, Chicago Tribune, 6/4/2015
“Corgan series leads to discord; Highland Park let rock star push out kids, parents say,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/3/2014
315 “Corgan series leads to discord; Highland Park let rock star push out kids, parents say,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/3/2014
314

316
317

“Corgan series leads to discord; Highland Park let rock star push out kids, parents say,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/3/2014
“Highland Park groups stand up to bullying,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/9/2014

318

“Highland Park groups stand up to bullying,” Gregory Trotter, Chicago Tribune, 10/9/2014
1735 New Hampshire Ave NW Suite 102 Washington, DC 20009
Telephone: (202) 684-8063  Fax: 1-866-356-2010

Page 73

ENERGY
POWER/POWER PLANTS
ComEd Storm July 2011
On July 11, 2011, a severe storm hit Highland Park causing massive outages – nearly 4000 homes lost power
in Highland Park.319 ComEd, the electrical company, promised power would be restored whenever asked,
but failed to restore power. Despite claims from ComEd that power would be restored, communities saw
power restoration followed by outages, outages regardless of weather, or long streaks of outages like those
that followed the storms.320 In response, Mayor Rotering called for what the Chicago Tribune named a
“summit” in order to address the issues residents were having with the power company.321
On July 21, 2011, it was reported that approximately 200 people attended the meeting, where Mayor
Rotering spoke about the lack of power at the city’s police and fire stations. Rotering’s chief concern, she
told the ComEd workers, was the community’s safety being at risk due to the outages.322 In response to the
outages, Mayor Rotering and the city had taken it upon themselves to spend $57,000 of city money for
food disposal services for residents whose food was spoiled during the outages.323 They also had “cooling
stations” set up for residents who had lost their air conditioning during the summer months.324 During
discussions about the problems with ComEd, power was lost, though city officials said ComEd equipment
was not to blame.325
In January 2012, According to the Attorney General, ComEd was at fault for the power outages. Rotering
testified to the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) that ComEd needed to take better care of maintaining
the power lines and pushed for a greater focus on trimming trees. She noted that she had, “heard from
some residents that they have never seen ComEd trimming trees in their area."326 After the Attorney
General’s announcement, Mayor Rotering stated that she was concerned about how difficult it was for
residents to file claims with the company, and that further hard-to-explain laws would hinder the ability for
residents to receive proper payment for damages.327 Rotering felt that “it seems the ICC is trying to
interpret a poorly written law that needs to be revisited by the General Assembly."328
In June 2013, it was announced that ComEd would be forced to pay for spoiled groceries as well as
government costs caused by the string of blackouts.329
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Car Charging Stations
ON December 27, 2013 Highland Park officials unveiled the city’s first public, electric car station.330 Rotering
said, “Our community led a collaborative effort with neighboring communities. The city worked closely with
the Village of Skokie and the City of Lake Forest, which each installed their own charging stations.331
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ENVIRONMENT
CONSERVATION VOTES
Forest Sheridan Preserve/Lake Michigan Parking Issue
In April 2015, Lake Country Forest Preserve District Officials asked for input on issues like reducing or
moving parking near the Lake Michigan store and planting trees to replace grassland.332

The Lake County Forest Preserve District, which owns and manages the Fort Sheridan preserve, wanted to
restore much of the land to its natural habitat as an oak-hickory forest, while still maintaining some of the
grassland that was popular with birds, bird watchers and other recreational users.333 Part of the long-term
plan to reforest much of the grassland at the Fort Sheridan preserve included an effort to curb "the
dramatic increase" in visitors in recent years to the Fort Sheridan beach. Forest preserve district officials
said the increased traffic had strained resources and had threatened endangered plants.334
There were two concept plans being offered by the Forest Preserve District. Concept A reduced the number
of parking spots to 60 cars. Concept B reduced the number of parking spots to 68 cars.335 In response to the
plans, Rotering said "It seems to be contrary to what we're trying to achieve in preserving a destination
where people can enjoy the beauty of the lakefront.336"
In a letter to Forest District President Ann Maine, Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering and Highwood
Mayor Charlie Pecaro said they were "strongly opposed" to having access and parking closed or significantly
restricted. "The end result would make lakefront access significantly challenging, contravening the goals of
providing enhanced access in the first place," they wrote.337
In April 2015, Rotering wrote an email to constituents that said, "In January, Highwood Mayor Charlie
Pecaro and I issued a joint letter to the LCFPD stating that both of our cities are strongly opposed to having
access and parking closed and/or significantly restricted. We have concerns that these concept plans will
significantly limit the access of veterans, elderly, people with disabilities, and families who visit Fort
Sheridan to view Lake Michigan from the bluff or shoreline.338"
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In November 2012, Rotering voted against an ordinance that would have limited parking in the Fort
Sheridan Preserve neighborhood due to concerns of shifting the issue of parking elsewhere.339 Her hope
was to “answer the concerns of the neighbors… rather than put it off.”340

CLEAN AIR/WATER
Car Charging Stations
On December 27, 2013 Highland Park officials unveiled the city’s first public, electric car station.341 Rotering
said, “Our community led a collaborative effort with neighboring communities. The city worked closely with
the Village of Skokie and the City of Lake Forest, which each installed their own charging stations.342
WASTE MANAGEMENT
Recycling Program
In August 2012, it was announced that downtown Highland Park would have a recycling program after
years of discussion.343 Mayor Rotering mentioned the “overwhelming need and desire” for the recycling
program, and said that the city had been discussing a recycling program since 2008.344
By November 2012, the program was hailed as a success, with the Chicago Tribune reporting that Highland
Park had collected 4417 pounds of plastic foam.345 Rotering spoke at an event about the success of the
recycling program.346
Tree Removal
In April 2013, Rotering stepped in to expedite and formalize a plan to clean up dead and dying trees on
Route 41 through Highland Park.347 According to the Chicago Tribune, business owners like John-Michael
Ermel were not pleased with the action calling it a “bummer,” and business owner David Brunjes said,
“perhaps they went too far.”348
STATE PARKS
Rosewood Beach
On December 31, 2012, Rotering supported the plan to redevelop the Rosewood Beach.349 According to the
Tribune, “some” had concerns about the inclusion of buildings like an interpretive center and argued that
the proposal should allow the beach to be solely for swimming. Rotering noted that it “isn’t the purview of
the City Council, to say ‘thumbs up’ or ‘thumbs down’ to something the park district already approved.”350
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OTHER VOTES
Mosquito District Fly-over Spraying
In August 2013, in response to the decision of Mosquito District officials to conduct fly-over spraying, many
residents criticized the lack of notification about plan to spray the district.351 Rotering was critical of the
decision, saying she was not informed, nor was she aware of the ability to be put on a list to be informed.352
According to the Chicago Sun-Times, the appointed board of the Mosquito district “made the decision July
8 to conduct aerial spraying to ‘knock down’ adult mosquitos after counts in 18 traps across the district
reached troublesome levels. Aerial spraying had been used only once previously in the district's decadeslong history, in 2010.”353
SOCIAL MEDIA REVIEW
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GUNS
ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN
In June 24, 2013, Highland Park banned assault weapons.354 In order to draft the legislation before a new
state law would prevent such action in the future, the City Council approved an ordinance modeled after
Cook County's assault weapons ban, which already had been sustained by the Illinois Supreme Court.355 At
the time, Illinois House Bill 183 was being debated in the state senate. If passed, the bill would have
allowed gun owners to obtain permits to carry concealed weapons in most public places. The bill also
preempted local ordinances that restricted possession of firearms.356
On July 5, 2013, the Chicago Sun-Times reported that the City Council was reopening debate the assault
weapons ban that had been passed two weeks earlier.357 By reopening the debate, Highland Park officials
offered citizens the opportunity to make suggestions for minor modifications and amendments to address
issues raised by residents during the debate.358 While the council had adopted the assault weapons ban
ordinance, a July 2nd release from Rotering’s office said she had not yet signed it.359
Rotering said, "Our goal is to address our community's right to take representative action under Home Rule.
What that action is, should be discussed in a timely, thoughtful manner. Unfortunately, the State of Illinois
hasn't provided us that opportunity. Failure to take action in the short-term, results in an inability to take
action in the long-term."360
In December 2013, Highland Park pediatrician Arie Friedman and the Illinois State Rifle Association filed a
lawsuit seeking an injunction to prevent the ban from being enforced.361
In September 2014, a district court judge ruled that Highland Park's ban on assault weapons and largecapacity magazines did not violate constitutional rights under the Second Amendment.362
After the announcement from the district court in 2014, Rotering called the court’s decision a resounding
victory for the city. In a press release, she said “The City of Highland Park took action because it was in the
best interest of those we serve. While we were confident of the legality of our legislation, we appreciate
that the U.S. District Court recognized, so decisively, that our actions were lawful and that we maintain the
right to protect our community.363"
SOCIAL MEDIA
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HOUSING
AFFORDABLE/RENTAL HOUSING
Demolition Tax
In February 2013, Highland Park charges citizens $750 in permits and $10,000 of taxes in order to tear down
a home.364 If the taxes are deferred, the cost becomes $15,000.365 That money goes towards financing
affordable housing in Highland Park.366 The Highland Park Housing Commission chose to evaluate increasing
the tax gradually if the payment is deferred.367 This caused the North Shore-Barrington Association of
Realtors to push homeowners to contact the City Council and Rotering.368 Rotering’s office had received
more than 50 emails in just a few days regarding the tax.369
This tax prevented a boarded-up shack from being demolished, despite many citizens pushing for its
removal.370 In response, Rotering said “there’s a balance that needs to be achieved.”371 You don’t want to
give somebody the incentive to let their property deteriorate to such a degree.”372 The Housing Commission
later switched its recommendation, suggesting softening the blow of the fee.373 Rotering indicated that she
favored a more “regional” approach to funding affordable housing would create a better system.374
Solutions to Overcrowding in Rental Homes
On September 19, 2013 Rotering said she first became aware of overcrowding in some rental homes while
she was campaigning door-to-door while running for mayor.375 Rotering said, “It’s a delicate balance
between not displacing families and making sure families are safely housed.”376 To help with displacement,
Rotering suggested that fines collected from non-compliance could go towards the city’s affordable housing
fund.377 She also said partnerships with organizations like Open Communities to help tenants know their
rights.378
Regulating Landlords
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After a December 2013 house fire left a man in critical condition Rotering advocated the regulation of
landlords in the city. On January 13, 2014 Rotering asked city staff to move forward with a proposal to
require that landlords register with the city, rather than hold off for a future Council discussion.379
On January 16, 2014, the Highland Park City Council moved to license landlords and educate them and their
tenants.380 Of the decision Rotering said, “This is about keeping people safe and holding landlords
accountable as human beings keeping other human beings safe.”381 Rotering said that not displacing
tenants who need affordable housing while also ensuring safety would continue to be a challenge.382
On February 6, 2014, after the City Council approved rental registration program to require landlords of
small residential buildings to register with the city, Rotering said, “The whole goal of this is having people
accountable to their tenants, and not having them hide behind a corporate veil.”383
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IMMIGRATION
Highland Park Programs
As mayor of Highland Park, Rotering sought to, “inform immigrants of their rights and help prevent
victimization,” by partnering, “with the state attorney general's office to talk about its immigration
assistance program during a May 4 Working Together workshop.”384 The Chicago Tribune called Working
Together a “success” that has “grown to assist adults” as well as youths.385
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ISRAEL
Supports Israel
In March 2015, during a speech announcing her intention to run for Congress, Rotering said that she would
be a “staunch defender of Israel, our only democratic ally in the Middle East.386”
SOCIAL MEDIA
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LAND USE
ZONING
Ravinia
On September 12, 2013 Rotering said she looked forward to hearing Plan Commission’s input on a proposal
for a four-story mixed-use development for downtown Ravinia.387 The new development, owned by
Imperial Realty Company, would provide three stories of apartments about a bottom floor of commercial
space.388 Rotering said, “As a city, we’ve been looking for multiuse, transit-oriented development. That
obviously is the trend for the future in downtown suburban district. …It fits beautifully.”389
Rotering reminisced about a time when Ravinia was a self-sustaining community, saying residents would
rarely leave because everything they needed was there.390 She called the development project a “catalyst”
to bring Ravinia up.391
Rotering reminisced about a time when Ravinia was a self-sustaining community, saying residents would
rarely leave because everything they needed was there.392 She called the development project a “catalyst”
to bring Ravinia up.393
Ice Rink
In March 2013, a Chicago Tribune report described a neighborhood dispute over an ice rink built outside of
city code becoming a controversy.394 The Chicago Tribune reported some supported the rink built by Shai
Lothan and others, like J. Paul Foster called it “inappropriate” for the historical neighborhood.395 Rotering
said, “There are ordinances for a purpose, and we’re intending to have those ordinances followed. But I
think we’re a progressive town, and we try to work well with people.”396
Spectrum Retirement Communities
On February 27, 2014 Rotering voted against a proposal to make a zoning change that would allow the
Spectrum Retirement Communities to build an 89 room assisted living facility between a residential
neighborhood and a country club.397
The plan for the senior living facility in Highland Park was ultimately quashed in early April after Rotering
and other council members voted against the rezoning needed to build the facility.398 After the vote
Rotering said the council struggled with the decision and said, “Everyone acknowledged the strong need for
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assisted living facilities in Highland Park. But by the same token, it really wasn’t consistent with the
surrounding area.”399
2-Story Dunkin’ Donuts
In August 2014, Rotering voted in favor of a plan for a 2-story Dunkin’ Donuts location. However, the plan
was voted down by the Council due to concerns about parking, traffic flow, the high-intensity use and the
opposition of competing business.400
OTHER
Fence Height Lawsuit
On September 11, 2011, the Chicago Tribune reported that Joel Cahn, one of Rotering’s neighbors, filed suit
against the city and Rotering for civil rights offenses related to the city pressuring him to lower the height of
the solid spruce fence around his backyard.401 Cahn claimed that Rotering used her status as a city official to
intervene in the case because one of the opponents of the fence was another neighbor and a political
supporter of Rotering.402
According to the Chicago Tribune’s report, the city hearing officer ruled in favor of Cahn, but was then fired.
Rotering was in charge of appointing and firing hearing officers.403
Rotering denied claims that she interfered, saying the firing of the hearing officer was completely
independent of the fence issue, and said that the issue was between two feuding families, adding “It’s like
the Hatfields and McCoys.”404
Forest Sheridan Preserve/Lake Michigan Parking Issue
In April 2015, Lake Country Forest Preserve District Officials asked for input on issues like reducing or
moving parking near the Lake Michigan store and planting trees to replace grassland.405
In a letter to Forest District President Ann Maine, Highland Park Mayor Nancy Rotering and Highwood
Mayor Charlie Pecaro said they were "strongly opposed" to having access and parking closed or significantly
restricted. "The end result would make lakefront access significantly challenging, contravening the goals of
providing enhanced access in the first place," they wrote.406
The Lake County Forest Preserve District, which owns and manages the Fort Sheridan preserve, wanted to
restore much of the land to its natural habitat as an oak-hickory forest, while still maintaining some of the
grassland that was popular with birds, bird watchers and other recreational users.407 Part of the long-term
plan to reforest much of the grassland at the Fort Sheridan preserve included an effort to curb "the
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dramatic increase" in visitors in recent years to the Fort Sheridan beach. Forest preserve district officials
said the increased traffic had strained resources and had threatened endangered plants.408
There were two concept plans being offered by the Forest Preserve District. Concept A reduced the number
of parking spots to 60 cars. Concept B reduced the number of parking spots to 68 cars.409 In response to the
plans, Rotering said "It seems to be contrary to what we're trying to achieve in preserving a destination
where people can enjoy the beauty of the lakefront.410"
In April 2015, Rotering wrote an email to constituents that said, "In January, Highwood Mayor Charlie
Pecaro and I issued a joint letter to the LCFPD stating that both of our cities are strongly opposed to having
access and parking closed and/or significantly restricted. We have concerns that these concept plans will
significantly limit the access of veterans, elderly, people with disabilities, and families who visit Fort
Sheridan to view Lake Michigan from the bluff or shoreline.411"
In November 2012, Rotering voted against an ordinance that would have limited parking in the Fort
Sheridan Preserve neighborhood due to concerns of shifting the issue of parking elsewhere.412 Her hope
was to “answer the concerns of the neighbors… rather than put it off.”413
Historic House Demolition
On September 27, 2012, Rotering supported delaying the demolition of a widely-disliked home connected
to murderer Richard Loeb.414 The owner, Jeff Golman, and prospective buyer, Scott Canel, had sought to
expedite the demolition, and the owners mentioned the hardship the delayed demolition caused.415
Instead, the council, including Rotering, required a year-long period to see if there was a way to preserve
the house.416
The decision was made based on the fact that the home was built by “notable” architects, though many
more notable homes on the block had received permission to be demolished.417
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MARRIAGE EQUALITY
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LOBBYING/ETHICS/CAMPAIGNS
2013 ELECTIONS
2013 Highland Park City Council Elections
On April 25, 2013, after the 2013 Highland Park City Council races had been held earlier that week, Mayor
Rotering discussed the way new members ran their campaigns. She lauded them for running diverse
campaigns that focused on numerous issues, not just any single one.418 In addition, she mentioned her
excitement about attacking issues that have a direct impact on constituents, such as stopping flooding and
improving the city’s infrastructure.419
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RECREATION
Two Public Golf Courses
In May 2013, Highland Park was forced to consider whether it could sustain two public golf courses.420
During a “divisive” discussion about what losing a golf course would mean to the community, both
economically and emotionally for some residents, Rotering said that instead of a plan to get rid of
courses, she would like to see a plan considered that would allow for a 9-hole course and would bring
the youth and senior centers together to add to the already existing recreation center.421
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SENIOR CITIZENS
Serving Senior Citizens
In May 2013, it was reported by the Chicago Tribune that the senior population in Highland Park was
growing, and that there was a “growing need for senior services.”422 Rotering was noted as
“instrumental” in an ongoing effort to make sure that the services offered by the city were as effective
as possible in connecting older residents to the right programs.423
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TAXES
Increased Library Levy
On November 22, 2012, the Chicago Tribune reported that Highland Park officials and Rotering were
considering alternatives to increasing a library’s levy through possibly “consolidating administrative
duties or sharing services with other entities.”424
The measure narrowly passed on December 10th, 2012, and the total amount was $15 million for both
the library expenses and debt – slightly more than the initial proposal.425 Rotering included an extra
$220,000 in the levy to help “offset the rising cost of public pensions.”426 Rotering cast the deciding vote
on the council, while opponents contested that residents were still feeling the effects of the 2008
recession, and could use a break from rising taxes.427 Rotering’s appointee to the board, Daniel
Kaufaman, voted against the measure.428
The library’s portion of the levy was $4.1 million, and was a 2% increase.429
Water Rate Increase
On November 22, 2012, The Chicago Tribune reported that the city would be proposing a 1.5% increase
in the water rate in order to cover the cost of system maintenance.430 This would make the average
household pay about $5 a year more than they were currently paying.431
Demolition Tax
A Chicago Tribune story on February 14, 2013 said that Highland Park charges citizens $750 in permits
and $10,000 of taxes in order to tear down a home.432 If the taxes are deferred, the cost becomes
$15,000.433 That money goes towards financing affordable housing in Highland Park.434 The Highland
Park Housing Commission chose to evaluate increasing the tax gradually if the payment is deferred.435
This caused the North Shore-Barrington Association of Realtors to encourage homeowners to contact
the City Council and Rotering about the potential changes.436 Rotering’s office had received more than
50 emails in just a few days regarding the tax.437
This tax prevented a boarded-up shack from being demolished, despite many citizens pushing for its
removal.438 In response, Rotering said “there’s a balance that needs to be achieved.”439 You don’t want
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to give somebody the incentive to let their property deteriorate to such a degree.”440 The Housing
Commission later switched its recommendation, suggesting softening the blow of the fee.441 Rotering
indicated that she favored a more “regional” approach to funding affordable housing would create a
better system.442
SALES TAX
Rotering Supports Semersky Enterprises Request for Sales Tax Rebate
On April 18, 2013, Semersky Enterprises, which operated numerous car dealerships in Highland Park,
sought a $4.5 million sales tax rebate over 10 years under a city program.443 Auto dealerships were
around 33% of the city’s revenues.444 The plan included provisions that would give the city the same
amount of sales tax revenue as it did from the dealership in 2012.445 Any additional revenues would be
split with 75% going to the dealership and would continue for 10 years or until the dealership made up
the cost it’s the $5.1 million expansion and land acquisition project.446
Rotering was supportive of the plan, saying “They were looking at opportunities outside of Highland
Park, so this was our effort to keep these high revenue generators in town.”447 If approved, it would be
the second sales tax rebate from Highland Park.448
Other car dealerships, however, called the plan favoritism.449 Other plans had caps in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars while the Semersky cap was placed in the millions of dollars.450
PROPERTY TAXES
4.85% Tax Levy Increase
On November 21, 2013, after the Highland Park City Council said they would discuss a proposed 7.3%
tax increase, Rotering said that the increase would be needed to cover rising pension costs and claimed
it was not as drastic as it sounded.451 She said she opposed using reserve funds toward operating costs
to bring down the levy increase.452
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On December 5, 2013 Rotering said she expected the levy increase to be closer to 5 percent, which
would cost a home owner only $52 more.453 The following week, on December 12, 2013, the Highland
Park City Council approved a tax levy increase of 4.85 percent, which would mean a $49 tax increase for
a $500,000 home.454 At the Council meeting, Rotering said, “Careful planning reduces the need to have
significant ups and downs in taxes over time. It’s more fair to residents and viewed more favorably by
bond rating agencies.”455 She said the Council would meet with financial experts in early 2014 to discuss
how best to approach the issue with pensions.456
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TRADE
TPA AND TPP
In June 2015, Rotering, along with other Democrats from Illinois, opposed Obama’s fast-track effort for
the TPP.457
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SOCIAL MEDIA
4/25/15

5/13/15

5/13/15

6/9/15

June 15, 2015

Page 103 of 108

July 15, 2015

[LINK]

Page 104 of 108

UNIONS
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
House Bill 5485: Minimum Manning Bill
In May 2014, Rotering asked residents to urge their local state senator to House Bill 5465458 that would
amend Section 14(i) of the Illinois Public Labor Relations Act to let unions negotiate staffing levels in
contract talks.459 According to supporters of the bill, the number of firefighters at many stations around
Illinois decreased from four firefighters each shift, to just two.460 Andy Allan, president of the Lake
Forest Professional Fire Fighters Union Local 1898, argued that the decrease was a safety risk. City
officials claimed that there was no evidence to support Allan’s claim of increased risk.461
Pat Devaney, President of the Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois was an advocate of the bill and said
"We've been able to negotiate manning and arbitrators have had jurisdiction to rule on this for almost
three decades.462”
However, many fire chiefs and elected officials in Illinois feared that the bill would force them to hire
more firefighters, resulting in increased property taxes or cuts to other public services. During a
Highland Park City Council meeting, Rotering said, "If more money has to go to supplying unnecessary
labor, or employees, that's money that's been removed from our budget for other public safety or public
works needs.”463
On November 20, 2014, the bill passed in the state senate (42 Yes, 11 No, 4 Present). It became effective
on January 7, 2015.464
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UTILITIES
CONTRACTS
Contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son
In December 2012, the council approved $21.7 million for a contract with Joseph J. Henderson & Son to
provide contractor services for the water treatment facility upgrades.465
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